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Setting Sail: Dharma Drum Institute

of Liberal Arts (DILA)

n the 28" of July 2014, the

Ministry of Education in
Taiwan held a meeting to deliberate
on the merging of the Dharma Drum
College of Humanities and Social
Sciences and the Dharma Drum
Buddhist College. The merging
of the two schools into the newly-
formed Dharma Drum Institute of
Liberal Arts was approved; Master
Sheng Yen's long-standing vow to
promote education has finally come
to fruition.

From here onward, doctorate,
master's and undergraduate
programs originally offered by the
Dharma Drum Buddhist College
will continue to be available
for enrollment at the Dharma
Drum Institute of Liberal Arts'
Department of Buddhist Studies.
Similarly, Dharma Drum College
of Humanities and Social Sciences'

programs will be offered by Dharma
Drum Institute of Liberal Arts'
Graduate School of Humanities
and Socral Sciences, which will
start accepting applications for the
master's programs in Life Education,
Community Regeneration, Social
Enterprise and Innovation, and
Environment and Development in
Spring 2015 for the Fall 2015 term.

With the official inauguration
of the Dharma Drum Institute
of Liberal Arts (3554 SCHIE2[E,
DILA), let us explain the origins of
the school's Chinese and English
names as well as discuss the vision
for the school's future.

A small but beautiful institute
with an emphasis on liberal arts
education

Following changes to the

regulations surrounding the

establishing of Colleges of
Humanities and Social Sciences,
an office was opened in September
1993 to start planning for the
future Dharma Drum College of
Humanities and Social Sciences,
allowing Dharma Drum Mountain to
further pursue its goal of developing
Buddhist Higher Education. Yet,
the gradual decline in the number
of students caused by low birth
rates in combination with the
saturation of the higher education
market (171 universities to date)
have resulted in a heightened
competition over resources between
Taiwan's 62 public and 109 private
universities. In response to this
situation, Dharma Drum Mountain
decided to integrate the Dharma
Drum College of Humanities and
Social Sciences with the existing
Dharma Drum Buddhist College so

as to concentrate its resources and
further develop the organization's
distinctive focus.

In order to bypass the requirement
for Colleges of Humanities and
Social Sciences to maintain over
5000 students, and as part of Master
Sheng Yen's wish to create a “small
but beautiful” school which may
become “a cradle of positive change
capable of training agents for the
betterment of society,” the decision
was made to take example on the
North American tradition of liberal
arts education and name the newly-
formed school the Dharma Drum
Institute of Liberal Arts—or Fagu
wenli xueyuan in Chinese (3£5%
SCHEERRE). With a few hundred
students enrolled in its various
programs, the institute will be able
to offer residential accommodation
and small classrooms, fostering
a strong sense of community and
creating an autonomous and holistic
learning environment conducive to
the growth of future leaders and the
cultivation of an interdisciplinary
outlook, a caring for life and a
dedication to serving society.

With its focus on graduate
programs in Buddhist Studies
and the aforementioned fields of
study, the school has been given

by Huimin Bhikshu (President, DILA)

the English name of Dharma Drum
Institute of Liberal Arts, in contrast
to Liberal Arts Colleges’ traditional
focus on undergraduate education.
With protection of the spiritual
environment as its guiding principle,
the Dharma Drum Institute of Liberal
Arts strives to further its goal of
creating a rich learning environment
for the study of Buddhist teachings
as well as the humanities and social
sciences and help train g/obal
citizens capable of responding to
the challenges of globalization with
the values of compassion, wisdom,

‘harmony; and respect.

DILA: Delighting in the Dharma

In addition to the aforementioned
considerations, the name of Dharma
Drum Institute of Liberal Arts
(DILA) was preferred to the rather
lengthy Dharma Drum College
of Humanities and Social Science
(DDCHSS) for its concision and
uniqueness; to this day, there is in
Taiwan no other Institute of Liberal
Arts, nor is there a school with such
a distinctive orientation. Finally,
the English acronym of the school's
name—DILA—resembles the word
“delight,” which resonates with our
wish to create a campus where one

may find delight in the Dharma.

The Grebe's Call to Action

by Lai Xinping

ere is an account of the
Horigin and implementation
of a collective initiative for
environmental protection involving
both staff and students of the
Dharma Drum Institute of Liberal
Arts as well as many outside
participants. The author recounts
the heart wrenching and eye-
opening experience of witnessing
the death of a migrant bird fallen
victim to the serious pollution of the
Jinshan plains. The beach-cleaning
event that followed this experience
embodies the college's dedication
to both spiritual and environmental
protection.

Following the black-necked
grebe's death near the Jinshan
Kuangxi estuary, the migrant bird's
remains were sent to the National
Taiwan Veterinary Hospital for
autopsy. As expected, two rubber
bands and a half were found in its
stomach. Going to the beach and
witnessing migrant birds swallowing
rubber objects, I couldn't help but
feel deeply ashamed.

I remember during the 921

Earthquake Master Sheng Yen once
said, “Those who help alleviate
suffering are bodhisattvas, those
who suffer are great bodhisattvas.”
This black-necked grebe is a great
bodhisattva who used his own life to
wake us up to the task of saving this
beautiful track of land in Jinshan.

His sacrifice prompted us to pay
greater attention to the environment
near the Kuangxi estuary and made
us realize how polluted it had
become, also drawing our attention
to the frequent burning of rubbish on
the riverbanks. We were compelled
to find as much help as we could
get and decided to set up a facebook
group called “pure heart, pure land:
Jinshan environmental protection”
to invite as many people as we
could in addition to our faculty and
students. We decided to gather on
the Saturday preceding the 26" of
each month to start cleaning the area
with the help of all the companions
we were able to find through the
power of the Internet.

The first cleaning event took
place on the 21" of April 2013,

starting with nothing else but our
steadfast resolve. With the help of
the students and other generous
companions, the local cleaning
squad was contacted to borrow
cleaning equipment, the itinerary
was sent to all participants, the
weather forecast and the tide
schedule were consulted for optimal
preparation and arrangements were
made to have meals delivered to the
participants. Following the event,
they also took care of sending out
pictures and detailed reports of the
event.

The participants braved wind,
sun and rain, even helping with the
burial of deceased animals found
among the rubble. In addition to
those coming from Taipei, the
participants included people from
as far as Taoyuan, Pingdong or
Luodong, some of them even
buying necessary cleaning material
from their own pockets. Although
these companions started this event
without any prior experience in
environmental protection, they
showed us by their acts that there

are still many who care for Taiwan,
its nature and the planet.

In addition to the cleaning events,
some participants learned about
woodwork to put to good use some
of the driftwood and other reusable
material found on the beach. Using
broken glass bottles and tiles, and
other various discarded objects,
those participants found ways of
recycling some of the driftwood,
giving them a second life as works
of art and decoration.

In his book Protection of the
Spiritual Environment, Master Sheng
Yen says, “The vision of building
a pure land on earth is a response
to the need to protect the natural
environment and its ecosystems as
well as cherish the natural resources
that we use.”In addition, Master
Sheng Yen expressed the importance
of starting this work with the

purification of one's own mind. If

one's thoughts and values are not
adjusted, improving society at large
will be near impossible.

As the team organized these
cleaning events, it realized that
their actions were significant on
the level of community service,
environmental protection and
animal life preservation. These
are concerns relevant to all of us,
and all are invited to join in freely,
without discrimination of gender,
age, status or religion and help
recover the earth's original beauty.
This is the goal for which our team
strives, hoping that such events
can help raise awareness of the
environmental crisis at hand. Yet it
is only with everyone's effort that,
one step at a time, we will overcome
obstacles and reach our goal. In any
place and at any time, we can all
work towards realizing the vision of

a pure land in this world.
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