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Visakha preaches well

BZA 008,
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Thus have | heard, once, the Buddha was staying at
Savatthi at the Jeta Grove in the Anathapindika Park.

At that time the renunciant Visakha, son of Paficala, had
assembled a number of monks in the Dhamma hall and
preached the Dhamma for them. His words were perfect
and what he said was flawless. He was able to delight and
comfort his audience, letting them listen without getting

bored, and understand his meaning right away. The monks,

on hearing him, were so happy they could hardly sit still;
they listened whole-heartedly, reverently, with undivided
attention. They heard how he was speaking not in order to
gain offerings or fame, how his arguments were
compelling and far-reaching, and how he let his listeners
remember well what he had said.

Atthat time a great number of people heard him preaching
in this way A numher of manks went to the Ruddha naid
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Evam me sutam— ekam samayam bhagava vesaliyam

SN

viharati mahavane kitagarasalayam

Tena kho pana samayena ayasma visakho paficalaputto
upatthanasalayam bhikkha dhammiya kathaya sandasseti
samadapeti samuttejeti sampahamseti, poriya vacaya
vissatthaya anelagalaya atthassa vififiapaniya
pariyapannaya anissitaya

Atha kho bhagava sayanhasamayam patisallana vutthito

yena upatthanasala tenupasankami; upasankamitva
panﬁane asane nisidi. Nisajja kho bhagava bhikikha
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The Creation of Buddhist Digital Resources in Taiwan

Aming Tu
Professor
Dharma Drum Buddhist College

Abstract

The development of Buddhist Digital Resources in Taiwan has won an
international fame. However, because of their richness and diversity as well as of
their extended applications, they are not always easily accessible and therefore
have been under-utilized by non-specialist users in the Humanities as well as in the
field itself of Buddhist. Thus a systematic organization of and introduction to these
sources represents an immediate need and priority. The aim of this paper is to
systematically present the creation and development of such a wealth of Buddhist
Digital Resources, and to classify and categorize their contents so that these
facilities will be better accessible and utilized.

The paper begins by introducing the project and models of the Chinese
Buddhist Tripitakas developed by the “Chinese Buddhist Electronic Text
Association” (CBETA). The entire project of digitization of the Electronic Tripitaka
Collection inlcudes three phases: 1. digitizing the modern printed versions, 2.
digitizing the block-printing versions, and 3. digitizing manuscripts and rare books.
In order to familiarize scholars in related fields with the contents, features and
applicability of the digitized Tripitaka collections, I discuss the rationale of the
assemblage of the Chinese Tripitakas materials for each phase, analyze the quality
of digitized texts, and point out their salient features.

Next, with a focus on usability, this paper presents the various Buddhist
Digital Projects by allocating them to six categories according to the nature and
targets or functions of the projects: Textual Study, Digital Catalogues, Lexicon
Study, Time-Space Information, Social Networks and Integral Service. This enables
users to apply extended functions, auxiliary applications and facilities of the digital
Buddhist corpora in question more aptly and conveniently in their own researches.

Lastly, the paper engages with (a) the present relevance and challenges of the
electronic Buddhist text collection, and (b) the theme of sustainable development
of digital projects at large. A number of cases taken as examples from the present
scene of Buddhist Digital Resources in Taiwan are reviewed, and the present
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products of the digital Chinese Buddhist text projects and their limitations are
evaluated and discuss in more general terms.

The paper concludes with an outlook of the future development of digital
Buddhist texts, discussioning the knowledge asset of the integral-service of digital
Buddhist texts.

Keywords: Electronic Tripitaka Collection; Buddhist Digital Projects; Buddhist
Digital Resources; Tripitaka Catalogues; CBETA
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