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The Perfectly Penetrating Ocean Seal;

the Aerial Photography of the

Great Vow Bridge

n the fourteenth of November, 2018, in
Oconjunction with the university board
meeting, the “The Perfectly Penetrating
Ocean Seal; the Aerial Photography of the
Great Vow Bridge” event was held, and the
board members were invited to take part,
along with the teachers and students of the
entire university. In order to commemorate
this excellent event, we invited Director Hsu
Hao-yiin of Tang Wing Film Productions
to shoot a documentary. Director Hsu is a
member of the Dharma Drum Guide Group,
and has won this year’s ‘Campus Beauty’
film award, making good use of both lens
and the natural environment to create a
harmonious dialogue. The script of the
documentary has been made available for
your reference, subject to the discretion of
Director Hsu and myself.

The famous artist, Professor Lin Chang-
hu, wrote the calligraphy inscription “The
Perfectly Penetrating Ocean Seal” as the
name of the ‘Dharma-Ocean Road’ tunnel.
‘Perfect’ or ‘round’, describes the shape
of the tunnel, and ‘penetrating’ means
passing through to the ‘Dharma Ocean’
contemplation scenic spot.

Professor Lin also inscribed the rock at
the viewing spot with the words ‘Ocean Seal
Samadhi’, and the famous sculptor Professor
Chang Tzu-lung arranged the position of
the stone. For the opening ceremony of the
latest attraction on the DILA campus, “The
Perfectly Penetrating Ocean Seal — Ocean
Seal Samadhi”, we invited all DILA board
members to participate.

‘Ocean Seal Samadhi; simultaneously
luminous, sentient beings and Buddhas

,:( > {1(3 ,E;I:,? '1.: ' ”({‘l‘ﬁ Tﬁfﬁ .'-. ‘

A The gestures and mudras of the guests, students and teachers, the leaping waves, all united in harmony.

integrating together.” Professor Lin Chang-
hu wrote the following verse:

In samadhi, one still hears the sound of
the Dharma Drum bell,

Perfectly penetrating all obstacles, taming
the dragon;

Sealing emptiness, instant enlightenment,
the breeze ending,

One’s self-nature clearly realizes the four
seas are one.

Venerable Huimin would like to explain
the meaning of ‘Ocean Seal Samadhi’: “As
a seal leaves its impression simultaneously,
one attains Buddhahood directly at the
moment of giving rise to the intention to
obtain enlightenment, and having achieved
Buddhahood, not abandoning this initial

aspiration.”

Bibliobattle

©Luke Gibson (Language and Translation Center)

A Ven. Chuanfa (right) receives the first prize for her
excellent presentation on the book “Old Path White

Clouds” .

hroughout the year, our institute hosts
Tregular book review competitions (&
FTLEE), during which students are given
five minutes to share their thoughts on
a book they’ve read. The audience then
votes on the book they’re the most eager
to read. This type of competition was first
developed in 2007 in Kyoto University,
Japan. These book review competitions,
called “Bibliobattles” (E 7 U4 /L)L),
have become very popular in Japan, where
national championship battles are now
held regularly.

For the Fall edition of this
competition, we asked our participants,
or “bibliobattlers” (€7 U4 /Nr5—) as
they are referred to in Japan, to choose
books written in any language other than
Chinese. This year, nine of our students
battled it out, presenting books written in
English, Vietnamese, Thai, etc.

The third place was won by Marco, a
German exchange student from Hamburg
University, who presented a classic of

After the opening ceremony, we went
along the ‘Ocean Seal Path’, the ocean breeze
gently blowing, the drone flying up into
the heavens. Practicing Chan with a smile,
walking slowly and mindfully, returning to
our point of origin, the scent of tea and coffee
as our companions, suffused with joy.

This time, the aerial photography of
the ‘Great Vow Bridge’ has the two main
themes of ‘day’ and ‘night’. Extending
from the perspective of the aerial shot, a
relaxed afternoon, the slanting bridge of
Great Vows, the gestures and mudras of the
guests and students and teachers, the leaping
waves, all united in harmony. The Dharma
is right here, right now.

Excited and delighted, the Buddhas and
all sentient beings are not two; the Pure

Indian Sanskrit Buddhist literature: the
Buddhacarita ((fiF71778) or “Acts of the
Buddha” composed in ancient times by
the great Buddhist poet A§vaghosa (F515).
This work is part of a wonderful collection
known as the Clay Sanskrit Library which
has published bilingual editions (Sanskrit
and English) of a large number of Sanskrit
classics.

The second place was won by Ven.
Xinyue (L H), an undergraduate monastic
student from Thailand, who presented a
Thai bestselling self-help book, whose
title could be translated into English as
“Standing on the Shoulders of Giants”.
The book encourages us to study and
emulate the various attitudes and strategies
employed by the top 10% most successful
people in society. The author identifies
a couple of these useful techniques we
should try to implement in our lives, such
as writing down our long term goals on a
sheet of paper, setting aside at least half
an hour every day to read a book which
promotes our personal development, or
learning how to effectively schedule one’s
time.

Our top bibliobattler was Ven. Chuanfa
({#1%), a Vietnamese Bhiksuni (FhT/E),
who presented a book called “Old Path

©Bhikshu Huimin (President)

Land on earth, from the top of the Great
Vow bridge, manifests in splendor, and
the board members and teachers joyfully
gathered together.

As twilight fell, under the cool autumn
night, the DILA faculty, staff and students
joyfully gathered bowl lamps, and passed
them on to each together, creating an endless
causal link. A subtle stream of Dharma
flows into a long river, illuminating the great
vows, learning joyfully and unceasingly.

Beyond the long bridge, by the old path,
at the edge of the sky, at the corners of the
earth, where the ‘Great Vow’ and fragrant
green grass join the heavens. (The light of
the mind is mutually illuminating, infinitely
reflecting.)

Translated by R. Farrell

White Clouds: Walking in the Footsteps
of the Buddha” written by the Vietnamese
Chan master Thich Nhat Hanh (—77i#E).
Drawing from Pali, Sanskrit, and Chinese
sources, Ven. Thich Nhat Hanh recounts
the life and teachings of the Buddha over
the course of eighty years. Ven. Chuanfa
told us that, after reading these stories
of the Buddha narrated by Thich Nhat
Hanh in his inimitably touching style, she
gained a renewed interest for the original
accounts of these stories found in the Pali
Nikayas (fEATHF) and Chinese Agamas
(B[ & %€). In the afterword to his book,
Thich Nhat Hanh writes: “I have not
avoided including the various difficulties
the Buddha encountered, both from his
own disciples and in relation to the wider
society. If the Buddha appears in this
book as a man close to us, it is partly due
to recounting such difficulties.” While
in some traditions it is the supernatural
qualities of the Buddha which tend to be
given center stage, in the West it is more
common for teachers to emphasize the
Buddha’s “humanity”, for the closer to
us the Buddha is shown to be, the more
confidence we have of being able to walk
in his footsteps along the path of the
Dharma.
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