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EBKEE Angela Falco Howard £ EH K{E Buddbist Cave Art of Dazu,
China PHEEE 14 5EREF 7 —KE ) © “The structure is the doctrinal
centerpiece, representing the Padmagarbha-lokadhatu (Lotus Treasury Adorned
World Ocean), the sacred abode of Vairocana, from which he preaches. ...In
keeping with the Huayan tenet of countless repetitions, the surrounding walls
show again Vairocana’s triads preaching at the Seven Places, Nine Assemblies.”® =7
PR ELROR A S R JEAS 1 LR Z AT

Henrik H. Sorensen AfE “Zhao Zhifeng and Esoteric Buddhist Art at Mt.
Baoding” A —EimilidEFE A EE » SCE ¢ “Let us now take a look at the
images of Vairocana worshipped at Mt. Baoding. Perhaps the most striking
iconographic feature is the peculiar convergence of Huayan HEEg and Esoteric
Buddhist imagery. While it can most easily be recognized in the triads depicting
Vairocana Buddha flanked by the bodhisattvas Manjusri and Samantabhadra, it also
crops up in the iconography of the Pilu Pitual Space HLE#E; (Dafowan, group
no. 14) as well as in the Yuanjue Cave [E|%2)F (Dafowan, group no. 29). Even
though the former triad is central to Huayan Buddhism, we see it here with an

Esoteric Buddhist input, or rather with an Esoteric Buddhist twist.”?

O WA EAE > (HWIEGZ])  H 1824 MIH 47-48 > /MR EB TR En
1985 4 9 ARl (FHZANETERL) » RILATE 1985 4F 4 H Fldalesiis - 8 %K
FHPE -

7 Z2RBIRAES  (KEAZAT) » H 265 -

8  Angela Falco Howard, Summit of Treasures: Buddbist Cave Art of Dazu, China, pp.
22-23.

9 Henrik H. Sorensen, “Zhao Zhifeng and Esoteric Buddhist Art at Mt. Baoding,” p. 243.
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A New Exploration of the Contents and Origins of the
Vairocana Practice Hall and the

Perfect Enlightenment Practice Hall

An Answer to the Riddle of the “Sixth Huayan Patriarch’s

Transmission of the Esoteric Seal”

Hu Wenhe
Researcher, Department of Literature

Sichuan Academy of Social Sciences

Abstract

The present article is divided into two sections. The first deals with Cave no. 14, the
Vairocana Practice Hall, in six different aspects: 1. The structure of its images; 2.
The contents of its pillar; 3. The relationship between the Vairocana Practice Hall
and the Huayan jing transformation tableau; 4. An analysis of the Mogao Huayan
Jing transformation tableau’s content and structure; 5. A comparison of the image
structures of the Vairocana Practice Hall imagery and the Huayan jing trans-
formation tableau; 6. An analysis of the Japanese image of the Huayan oceanic
convocation of spiritual friends. From these, two conclusions can be drawn. First,
source material for Cave 14 comes from the transformation tableau “Seven places
and nine meetings.” Second, imagery on the second grouping on the right side of
Cave 14 is similar to the Japanese image in terms of the form of Vairocana,
Manjusri, and Samantabhadra. These images have precursors from an earlier period
in the imagery of the Feilai Peak in Hangzhou with a Huayan convocation and also
in the imagery from caves in the Anyue region.

The second section of this paper addresses six aspects of the Perfect
Enlightenment Practice Hall in Cave 29: 1. Imagery in the Baoding Perfect
Enlightenment Cave; 2. A comparison of imagery with the Huayan Cave in Anyue;
3. The contents and dating of the imagery of the two caves; 4. Insights from the
Japanese transformation tableau of the Sutra of Perfect Enlightenment held in the
Boston Museum of Fine Arts; 5. A study of the Huayan statues at Anyue and Dazu;
6. A resolution of the riddle of the “Sixth Huayan Patriarch’s Transmission of the
Esoteric Seal.” In conclusion, the source material for the Perfect Enlightenment
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Cave at Baoding and the Huayan Cave at Anyue are derived from the
transformation tableau of the Sutra of Perfect Enlightenment. When differences are
found, the latter is taken to be the earlier version.

In a side-by-side comparison of the Sutra of Perfect Enlightenment transforma-
tion tableau and the Huayan convocation imagery found at Anyue and Dazu, both
have an incarnation of Master Liu as buddha on their crowns. The sixth section of
the second part of this paper, which deals with the “Sixth Patriarch’s Transmission
of the Esoteric Seal,” looks at the close relationship between the Sutra of Perfect
Enlightenment and folk esoteric Buddhism in Sichuan. It is possible to determine
that the esoteric Master Liu of Sichuan Esoteric Buddhism (Chuan mi J!|’%%) during
the late Tang and early Five Dynasties not only was a practitioner of esoteric
Buddhism, but also esteemed the Sutra of Perfect Enlightenment and the Lengyan
jing. The sect that he created privately received property from the court, which
made it possible for him to be considered the sixth Huayan patriarch after Zongmi
(780-841), the fifth. This is confirmed in the Dazu image, the “Sixth Huayan
Patriarch’s Transmission of the Esoteric Seal.”

Keywords: Vairocana practice hall imagery; Huayan paintings; Baoding
transformation tableau of the Sutra of Perfect Enlightenment;
Huayan cave at Anyue; the Sutra of Perfect Enlightenment and
esoteric Buddhism; the mystery of the sixth Huayan patriarch
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