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Mapping Religion:

by Travis Travis

“l think the AC in the van stopped working.” “It’s not

field work unless the AC goes out.”

osquitos, sprained ankles, a
Mcar tire slipping off the edge
of the road, and AC blowing out in
the muggy Northern Taiwan climate
are all part of a day’s work in the
field. Over one hundred religious
sites visited, and one week to go.

During the Space and Cyberspace
Workshop at DILA, three teams
were tasked withrecording pictures,
video, and location data to create a
special database of religious sites in
the Jinshan and Shimen districts of
Northern Taiwan.

Faculty and student researchers
from thirteen universities worldwide
gathered at Dharma Drum Mountain
from June 5th to June 16th to learn
digital mapping techniques that
will help them in a host of digital
humanities projects. This workshop
is at the cutting edge of research and
combines real world field data with
interactive mapping technology,
bringing innovation to time honored

techniques.

In the Classroom

Our days were split into three
sessions. In the morning, we

Finding Joy in Language Learning

gathered in the classroom to learn
how to use mapping technology
and programs like QGIS, PostGIS,
Google Fusion Tables, and Google
Maps. We used these tools to mash
the data gathered in the field into
interactive maps. Seeing our data
come to life everyday motivated
us, and showed us what areas we
needed to explore next.

In the Field

After lunch, teams scouted
out potential routes and sites to
visit. Some days were slow due to
remote locations and long travel
times between sites, and some
days felt like a marathon with tight
clusters of urban temples. When
we arrived at our first site my team
figured out what needed to be done
and picked different aspects of data
collection. From then on, our roles
became second nature to the point
that we were operating at special
forces team efficiency. When the
vehicle stopped we knew what
needed to be done and performed
our individual tasks without a
second thought.

A Field Work

> = # o
A A )

Dharma Drum Institute of Liberal Arts

A Workshop group photos of teachers and students, with everybody achieving great and leaving good memories at DILA.

It wasn’t all work, however,
and we had a lot of fun along
the way. Teams were a mix of
Mandarin and English speakers
and we had a great time learning
from each other and telling jokes.
Making connections along the
way was also crucial in finding
the best spots. Temple caretakers,
merchants,and farmers were
friendly and became invaluable for
getting tips on future sites. And of

course, the most difficult decision
of all: to go back to the temple
to eat or eat out in the amazing
cateries around the Jinshan and

Shimen districts?

In the Lounge

After dinner, we spent hours
wrapping up our work by
compiling metadata on the sites we
visited. It is essential to connect the
appropriate photos and videos with

location and metadata information
so that future scholars can access
and use our data in future projects.
Overall, this workshop was
invaluable in teaching me the
tools and techniques to effectively
gather data in an increasingly
digital academic environment.
Also, to drink lots of water, bring
bug spray, and know that it is not
field work unless something goes
wrong.

by Luke Gibson

he spring language competition has

become something of a small tradition
here in DILA. Students look forward to
hearing their classmates’ chants, songs,
and short lectures. For the students who
take part in the competition, this is a
unique opportunity to get additional
instruction from their language teachers
outside of the classroom.

During language classes, it often feels
like most of our time is spent trying to
wrap our minds around some difficult
grammar point, flipping franticly through
various dictionaries in search of a clue
about the meaning of this or that word,
or scouring desperately the various
electronic resources and tools available to
us. But when we find no joy in learning—
or any endeavor requiring sustained effort,
it is difficult to persevere and reach our
goal. The Buddha himself recognized that
experiencing a modicum of joy (piti in
Pali) is an essential ingredient for reaching
the fruits of the path.

During a lecture given last semester on
the issue of creating Buddhist liturgy for
Western practitioners, Dr. Stephen Wilcox
made us think about the role of chanting
in religious practice, showing how the
emotions of elation, love, or serenity
generated through chanting can serve

A Students chanting a Tibetan folk song during the language competition.

as an encouragement, strengthening our
resolve by way of experiencing—even if
only momentarily—a taste of the peace
and easefulness that we strive after in our
practice.

This insight into the sustaining
virtues of chanting was not lost on the
Indian sages of old. Nagarjuna is often
remembered as a great philosopher,
but we seldom consider his career

as an accomplished poet, composing
works with such evocative titles as the
Hymn to the Supreme Truth orthe Ode
to the Incomparable One (respectively
Paramarthastava and Niraupamyastava in
Sanskrit).

When language learning becomes
a struggle and gives rise to feelings of
frustration and discouragement—which is
not infrequent, especially among students

of classical languages, it may be useful
to let go of one’s impatient desire for
mastery of the language and try rather to
find joy in the process of learning itself.
Learning a new language and reaching
a certain degree of mastery is, in truth,
a lifelong process which cannot unfold
naturally when sustained only by one’s
thirst for some immediate understanding
of the wisdom contained in the scriptures.
One should be able to experience some
benefit at each stage of one’s study, rather
than endure in the hope of some great
future payoff. In this regard, there is no
greater way to bring language learning
alive with joy and appreciation than to
engage in the tried and tested practice of
memorization and chanting.

Here at the Language and Translation
center we will continue to support students
in making language learning a meaningtul
and joyous part of their lives as students
and practitioners. We also invite you to
pay us a visit a our office if you have
any suggestions or want to help us in our
endeavor. Our next event, the foreign
language book sharing competition (7}
Y EFLLER), is coming up soon in the
beginning of next fall and I hope to see
many of you then to share together the
joys of language learning!
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