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Eastern

by Kyle Kaplan

or nine days in the beginning of December,

the tranquil environs of the Graduate School
of Humanities and Social Sciences campus
were inundated with a torrent of new faces and
new ideas as D.I.LL.A. hosted the conference
‘Buddhism & East Asian Cultures: An Intensive
Program Of Lectures Series, Forum, And
Fieldwork’. I was fortunate enough to be one
of the numerous international attendees for this
stimulating and inspiring workshop. Participants
arrived from over twenty different countries,
including Israel, Italy, Russia, Belgium, France,
the US, and South Korea, each nation’s voice
uniquely contributing to the vibrant, multi-
cultural scholastic dialogue. This diversity was
reflected linguistically, as lectures were split
between English and Mandarin. Outside of the
classroom, numerous other languages were
heard echoing across campus - Italian, Russian,
French, Korean. Beyond fervent conversations
concerning Buddhist studies, participants
shared stories, experiences and knowledge
of each other’s countries, revealing the deep
interconnection of our globalized, modern
world.

The first four days featured lectures from
distinguished professors Jinhua Chen from
University of British Columbia, Imre Galambos
from University of Cambridge, and Vincent
Goossaert from Ecole pratique des hautes
études. Their rich, engaging lessons effortlessly
navigated between the broad and the particular,
the transcendent and the mundane. Professor
Chen’s mellifluous lectures eloquently
outlined the reciprocal relationship between
technology and Buddhism, how Dharma
provided divine impetus for the development
of the printing press, and the resultant mass-
proliferation of Buddhist thought. Professor

Horizons: Reflections on
the 2016 Winter Conference

ﬁ.‘f.'sf*g

A Kyle (middle) at the conference.

Galamos’s detailed analysis of Dunhuang
scrolls gave insight into the education system
on the geographic fringe of medieval China,
the ethnic distribution within Dunhuang, and
the cultural cross-pollination occurring at this
crucial nexus of trade. Professor Goossaert’s
expansive knowledge of Taoist practices
wove through eschatology, psychography,
the late Qing literati, the Taiping rebellion,
and self-divinization. Evenings consisted of
guest lecturers, including Dharma Drum’s
own Weijen Teng analyzing approaches of
understanding Sanskrit grammar through
classical Chinese, as well as Professor Hong
Zhen Zhou describing Dharma Drum’s
plethora of software for Buddhist studies
research.

The next several days of the conference
were the Young Scholars Forum, where

attendees were given the opportunity to share
their research and findings with their peers.
At twelve minutes each, the presentations
were fast, dense, and riveting, exploring vastly
varied regions of Buddhist and East Asian
thought. Topics included Daoist flying homes
rituals, medieval Buddhist bells, Guan-yu’s
induction into the Buddhist pantheon, textual
analysis demonstrating political motivations in
Sanskrit to Chinese scriptural translations, and
many more. Afterwards, the presenters were
offered constructive criticism from a professor
as well as the audience members, providing
them with fresh insight and understanding to
further refine and develop their research.

The final couple days attendees boarded
buses and set out to explore Northern Taiwan’s
myriad Buddhist sites and organizations. The
first day of excursions brought participants to

Meeting DILA Faculty & Staff (VI)

Bhikkhuni Dhammadinnd interviews Youru Lu (Z4540)

With this issue we continue our series of interviews with faculty and staff at DILA.

This time we feature our Youru (2%1#). Born in Taiwan in 1960, she is a senior

officer in the International Affairs Section.

hen did you join the Institute as a
; ‘ staff member? In which positions

have you worked and what have been
your main tasks?

I joined the Institute as a staff

member in 2007 as part of Research
and Development. The major tasks
were academic exchange, including
reviewing the Visiting Scholars and
Graduate Students applications, promoting
Institutional Collaborations, editing the
school development plan, etc.

What was your education and
professional background before joining
the Institute?

1989-1991 Guomin Middle School
Administrative Employee

1992-1996 San Zhi San Elementary
School Head of Afterschool Programs

1996-1997 Teacher at Tunshan
Elementary School

1998-2007 Member of the Dharma Drum
Trust Committee

2007-2015 Organizer for DILA
Development
2015-

Supervisor

DILA International Affairs

Why did you decide to come to work
at the Institute?

I was drawn to work at the Institute
owing to my interest in Buddhist studies,
as well as identifying with the principles of
Dharma Drum.

How has your work-experience
and life at the Institute affected your
understanding and practice of the
Dharma? What have been the most
rewarding or challenging aspects of your
work here?

My work at the Institute has helped
me mature as a person, allowing me to
cultivate my methods of practice. When
I’m busy, I can work on my concentration;
when I’m less busy, I can practice how
to be easeful; when I am interacting

with people, I can develop softness and

empathy. I’m incredibly thankful to Dharma
Drum Mountain for providing such a
pure environment for self-cultivation and
work; such surroundings allow me to
equanimously tackle my daily tasks.

If I were to neatly and succinctly
summarize working at Dharma Drum,
I would describe it as a process of
continuous study, both professional and
spiritual, which has brought me in contact
with wise Dharma friends, allowing me to
cultivate Right View. At Dharma Drum,
I am training myself in Right Thought,
which helps reveal appropriate means
of verbal and bodily expression (Right
Speech and Right Action), allowing me
to engage more thoroughly with my job’s
responsibilities (Right Work). Through
this, I can develop my professional skill
set and spiritual well-being (Right Effort),
while bringing to mind virtuous teachings
(Right Awareness). Lastly, I am cultivating
my focus (Right Concentration), increasing

many attractions within Taipei; one particular
highlight was Nung-chan Temple, where
participants learned how Master Sheng Yen
expanded the site from its humble beginnings
as a farm and retreat center into its current
status as an international Chan destination. The
minimalist, beautiful and profound architecture
embodies fundamental tenets of Chan practice:
impermanence, non-duality, receptivity. Also
moving was the tour of Tzu-chi’s television
station, Da’Ai, where we learned of how
Master Zheng Yen’s numinous devotion to
relieve the world of suffering brought her
from humble beginnings sowing baby shoes
for donations, to heading the largest Buddhist
NGO in the world. Outside of Buddhist sites,
we toured Longmen Temple and the National
Palace Museum, exposing international
participants to unique aspects of Taiwan’s
tremendous cultural heritage. The second day
of travel brought attendees south of Taipei, to
monasteries for Fa Gu Shan and Fo Guang
Shan. Particularly splendid were the “Single
Pen” works by Master Hsing Yun, which were
masterful works of calligraphy which Hsing
Yun created while blind. As dusk settled, we
were brought to Sanxia Oldstreet, where we
wandered in the shadows of a Taoist temple,
wading between crowds and viscous plumes
of stinky tofu, watching children chase bubbles
and listening to vendors hawk their goods.
During the entire conference, participants
felt deep gratitude towards D.I.LL.A. for their
amazing hospitality, and for the hard work of
all the Dharma Drum volunteers. By the end of
the nine days, bonds between attendees were
closely wound. As attendees began departing,
we all knew it would be an experience we

would dearly cherish long afterwards.

A Youru is also a senior volunteer in DDM.

my ability to adapt to and handle changing
surroundings and conditions. In this way,
the Noble Eightfold Path is shaping parts
of myself and career, and helping me
generously offer my honest support and
warm praises to the community. This kind
of work environment allows everyone to
harmoniously cooperate, reach common
understanding, enabling affairs to move
along smoothly. From my perspective,
working at this campus’s administration is
a means of practicing and implementing
the Eightfold Noble Path and the Way of
the Bodhisattva.
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