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Entering a New World

By bhiksu Juezhuang (FEZ&5%)

joined the graduate program at the
Dharma Drum Institute of Liberal
Arts (DILA) in September 2015.
Previously I have studied at the

A Bhikshu Juezhuang, first-year student of the
Buddhist Studies Master's Program.

Fuyan Buddhist Institute (in Xinzhu,
Taiwan) from 2011 to 2014. DILA
(then known as DDBC) was one of
the options I had initially considered
before enrolling in the program at
Fuyan, but at that time I was still a
layperson; experiencing and learning
about the monastic life was then my
highest priority when considering
my options. Upon graduating from
Fuyan, I was looking for a different
type of learning environment,
which led me to choose DILA
without hesitation. Having now
studied at DILA for a semester, |
would say that the curriculum, the

methodology and the materials used
in class are quite different from
what I had experienced previously.
It made me feel like I had entered
into a whole new world of Buddhist
studies.

Generally, the Fuyan curriculum
focuses on in-depth studies of
particular scriptures or works by
Ven. Yinshun, and the students
usually spend a full year on each
given subject. The use of “ke-pan”
(a traditional Chinese method for
analyzing the structure and content
of Buddhist texts) is a central
methodological tool in this more

traditional learning environment. By
contrast, in DILA we need to study
a multitude of different text for any
given subject and we rely heavily
on English scholarship. Moreover,
a variety of methodological
approaches and teaching methods
are used by different lecturers.
Generally speaking, one may regard
Fuyan and DILA's two models as
placing greater emphasis on depth
and breadth respectively.

The wider range of topics
covered at DILA (including Indian,
Chinese, Tibetan Buddhism, as
well as canonical languages such as

Sanskrit) broadened my horizons.
Furthermore, I also found my
exposure to different points of views
and the classroom discussions to be
very stimulating, and although one
is bound to struggle with certain
new perspectives, these experiences
help developing one's ability for
critical thinking.

So far the first semester has been
quite challenging, and I think I still
have a long way to go before I have
the adequate baggage for serious
research. In any case, I believe
my study here will prove to be a
memorable and fruitful journey.

Meeting DILA Faculty & Staff (II)

Bhikkhuni Dhammadinna interviews Chih-lung Hsiao

With this issue we continue our series of interviews with faculty and staff at DILA. This time we
feature our Hsiao Zhilong (EEE5£), aka Jigme-lags. Born in Taiwan in 1976, Zhilong is a research

assistant for the project of Chinese translation of the Tibetan Tripitaka based at our Institute.

hat brought you to Buddhist
; ‘ studies? If you turned to Buddhist

studies with an initial interest in the
Dharma, what brought you to Dharma in
the first place?

I was already a Buddhist when I
entered the Graduate Institute of Religious
Studies of Nanhua University. My family
members recognized that my interest in
Tibetan Buddhism was very strong so they
encouraged me to deepen my study of the
religion to which I was whole heartedly
committed. Without knowing what Buddhist
research or methodology was, I started to
prepare for the entrance examination, simply
motivated by the possibility of studying
Tibetan Buddhism in greater depth. Although
I knew nothing about Buddhist philosophy,
the history of Indian Buddhism, or Chinese
Buddhist history which were all part of the
exam, the initial frustration only served to
strengthen my resolve. Because my mother’s
aunt is a nun, when I was still a little boy,
my family would visit the monastery where
my mother’s aunt resided. And this was the
beginning of my interest for Buddhism. Two
experiences in elementary school lead to my
interest for Tibetan Buddhism. There was one
time when I saw the Tibetan statues of the
Buddha and Buddhist ritual implements in an
exhibition on Tibetan Buddhism. I felt they
were so beautiful. Even the horn made out of
bone didn’t scare me, rather, it aroused my
respect. The other experience was when I saw
a Lama in a movie who defeated a monster
with incantations and a certain mudra which
was unknown to me at that time. I found the
character of the Lama to be very majestic. It
was only when the advisor for the student’s
club in university introduced me to a Tibetan
Rinpoche that I truly stepped on the path
of learning about Tibetan Buddhism. The
Rinpoche’s kindness, cheerfulness and
confidence really inspired me.

When did you join DILA staff? Why
did you choose to seek a position at
DILA?

A Tibetan language tutorial

In 2014, T started my job as a research
assistant for the project on the Chinese
Translation of the Tibetan Tripitaka.
Before this job, I worked in traditional
manufacturing company. Although I had a
master’s degree, it was so difficult to find
a job related to my field of study (Tibetan
Buddhism) that I looked for a job with my
high school diploma. I worked full time
but continued to work on improving my
Tibetan. Sometimes during the weekend, I
would help an elder monk from Bhutan with
translation and interpretation. I was very
tired after working at the factory, but I found
confidence and happiness in learning and
applying the Tibetan language. As soon as
my friends informed me the job opportunity
at DDBC via Facebook, I sent my resume.
After taking a written examination and being
interviewed by the faculty, I was given the
opportunity to work in the field which I had
longed for. I am so grateful for being able to
work here.

How is your academic interest and
training in Buddhist studies related to
your study and practice to Dharma?
Have you experienced any conflicts,
tensions, contradictions or perhaps

challenges in yourself regarding this?

As I mentioned earlier, while preparing
for the entrance examination, I felt very
frustrated because, in spite of having been
a Buddhist for more than ten years, I found
I didn’t know much about the religion I
admired so much. I could not explain what
were the five skandhas or thirty-seven factors
of awakening clearly. Before studying for
the test, all my knowledge about Buddhism
had come from the dharma talks given by
various monks and nuns. My first class
in graduate school as a student was called
Language of Chinese Buddhist Scriptures,
and the professor asked students to read
Karashima Sensei’s paper. In the paper,
Karashima Sensei wrote: “Don’t think that
you are able to understand Chinese Buddhist
scriptures simply because you can read
Chinese.”Karashima Sensei’s advice really
crushed my remaining illusions— I thought I
could at least understand Chinese Buddhism.
Under the influence of a traditional Chinese
Buddhist environment, I used to think it
is a waste of time to do Buddhist studies;
Buddhist studies couldn’t lead us to
liberation, but practicing Buddhism could.
After reading many academic papers, |
thought: “Although many of the scholars
are not Buddhists, without some kind of

strong faith, how could they endure the
hardship and swallow those dry languages
of Buddhist scriptures, such as Sanskrit, Pali,
Tibetan etc. Then, how could we so called
followers of the Buddha not cultivate our
ability to understand the Buddhist scriptures,
and criticize the scholars for not being able
to reach liberation!”

The most common conflict between
faith and Buddhist studies occurs when
academic findings do not agree with some
item of faith. For example, when we learn
that some discourses were not spoken by
the Buddha himself, or that certain sutras
were composed in China, how should we
regard them? In my case, I will take all the
historical factors into account, reflect on the
problems which the sutra tries to resolve,
and scrutinize the ideas the sutra promotes
to see if they agree with the fundamental
principles of Buddhism. Through this kind
of investigation, | am still able to sustain
respect for the sutra while not abandoning
rational thought because of faith, or lose
faith because of rationality. Furthermore,
applying meditation in daily life brings us
tranquility and wisdom. These palpable
fruits of the path are also a key to keeping
our faith in Dharma strong.

What would be your advice to
prospective students at DILA? What to
expect and not to expect from DILA?

Because of the limited scope of my
research, I can only share my personal
experiences. Many students are afraid of
learning the so called Buddhist languages of
Sanskrit, Pali and Tibetan. If at all possible,
you may try and use the languages in your
daily practice.The prayers I recite in the
morning and evening services are all in
the Tibetan language. Gradually I have
become familiar with the pronunciation and
phonetic transcription. I made mistakes at
the beginning, but those were eventually
corrected thanks to the guidance of the
teachers. When I was able to recite Tibetan
scriptures fluently, my confidence and
interest grew naturally and I was willing to
push myself harder.

In addition to the department of Buddhist
studies, DILA now offers many courses
which teach the students how to engage
in society, and this really opens up new
horizons for the students. DILA is a great
institution for both the students and the staff
to learn. Let us cherish the incredible causes
and conditions which have made all this
possible.



