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The EBTI-CBETA Joint Conference held at DDBC

The EBTI-CBETA Joint
International Conference on
Digital Buddhist Studies was
held at Dharma Drum Buddhist
College, February 15th-17th, 2008.
The conference was convened to
commemorate the 15th anniversary
of EBTI and the 10th anniversary

of CBETA, to acknowledge the
achievements made in the field of
digitization of Buddhist texts and
to encourage co-operation between
the various Buddhist archives
and repositories that have been
created over the last fifteen years.
The CBETA Chinese Electronic

Visits & Lectures

ﬁl

2007.11.20

The Director of the National Library of Bhutan,
Honorary Professor Mynak Tulku Rinpoche,
visited the Library and the Information Center.

2007.11.22

Adjunct Associate Professor David Schak of the
Griffith Business School of Griffith University
(Australia), visited DDBC and interviewed
Professor K. P. Chuang regarding his research on
“The Social Influence of Contemporary Buddhism
in Taiwan.”

2007.11.26~28

Venerable Master Sujato, the Abbot of Santi Forest
Monastery in Sydney (Australia) visited DDBC.
During his stay, he conducted a symposium on “A
Summary of Abhidharma”.

2007.11.28

Dr. Kate Crosby, Director of the Buddhism and
Contemporary Society Program of the University
of British Columbia (Canada), visited the Library
and the Information Center. She met with President
Huimin and with Professor K.P. Chuang to discuss
future cooperation.

2007.12.04
Professor Lewis Lancaster and Professor Ching-
chun Hsieh arrived at DDBC to discuss the details
of the 2008 EBTI and CBETA Joint International
Conference.

2007.12.05

Professor Edward F. Crangle of the University of
Sydney (Australia), currently a Guest Professor at
Fu Jen University, visited DDBC to introduce the
University of Sydney.

2007.12.27

Deputy Party Secretary Wang Xuan-dong of Tarim
University in Xinjiang (China), led a faculty
delegation to visit DDBC.

2008.01.11

Led by Venerable Dr. Pallewela Sarada and
Venerable Bodagama Chandima Thero, the twenty-
two-member delegation of the Dharma Chakkra
Child Foundation of Sri Lanka visited DDBC and
DDM Sangha University to study the operation of
DDM'’s education system.

2008.01.30

Assistant Abbot Venerable Phrakhrupalad Pubet
Pinyo of the Wat Phra Dhammakaya in Thailand
led a forty-eight-member delegation to DDBC.

2008.02.27

A five-member delegation, led by President Shi-
Shen Chen of National Taiwan University of
Science and Technology, visited DDBC for a
discussion on future cooperation.

Tripitaka Collection Version 2008
was also launched at the conference.
Version 2008 includes a number of
enhanced features such as a search
function for synonyms and custom
title-catalogues.

Computer experts and prominent
Buddhist scholars from Germany,
Japan, Korea, Nepal, Norway,
Taiwan, Thailand, and the United
States attended the conference to
exchange information and to discuss
ways to provide mutual support to
further advance the digitization of
Buddhist scriptures. Another goal of
the conference was to examine the
possibilities for collaborative action
for the interoperability of data sets.

In his keynote speech, Professor
Lewis Lancaster, of the University
of California, Berkeley, highlighted
the advanced development of

electronic Buddhist canons,
digital texts, dictionaries, and their
contribution towards becoming a
practical and fundamental aspect of
scholarly research. He also pointed
out the difficulties and challenges
that lie ahead. In particular, he spoke
to the need for the presentation of
materials in a manner that allows
them to be studied and viewed in
relationship to other sets of data as
an intelligible part of a distinctive
whole.

Papers presented at the
conference covered a range of
areas including collaboration in
building an online lexicographical
resource, research and development
in the digitization of Buddhist
canons in different countries and
in various scripts (including Pali,
Sanskrit, Ranjana, Tibetan, Chinese,

Japanese, Korean and Burmese),
the methodological and theoretical
aspects of setting up multilingual
data bases, and the linguistic,
semantic, and philosophical
problems that might be encountered.
Scholars shared their experiences
of successful strategies that might
be further developed and suggested
remedies and reasons for the less
successful methods.

The conference attendees
represented a vast network of
scholastic research capabilities
which together form part of the
‘Indra’s Net” of Buddhist studies.
The conference provided clear
evidence of the remarkable
achievements in the development of
electronic Buddhist texts in the last
decade.

My Thoughts on Attending the EBTI-CBETA Conference 2008

by Bhikshuni In-Long

The EBTI/CBETA Conference
2008 began at Dharma Drum
Buddhist College on Feb 16th. During
the conference, those of us attending
the conference gained a deeper
understanding of the development
of Buddhist Information Technology
around the globe, and also witnessed
how Taiwan has taken one of the
leading roles in this field. Dr. Lewis
Lancaster from the University of
California, Berkeley, spoke in the
keynote address, 7he State of the Art
in Digital Humanities, about the goals
and benefits of combining Buddhism

with Information Technology.
Although this is a relatively new area
of study, both scholars of Buddhist
studies and religious practitioners met
together with deep interest to discuss
this new digital era.

In addition to the introduction of
new technologies for marking and
searching digital Buddhist texts,
integrating Buddhist digital archives
was one of the main issues of the
conference. The success of WIKI
leads us to wonder if, rather than
building our own separate pyramids,
it might not be more meaningful to
combine our efforts in constructing

one pagoda together.
Currently, there are
digital Buddhist
archives in Chinese,
English, Japanese,
Tibetan, Korean, Pali,
and Sanskrit. Scholars
hope that the next step
will be to integrate
these repositories of
Buddhist data. The

conference’s goal of creating an
“Integrated Buddhist Archives” (IBA)
aims at establishing a team with
concrete cooperative projects to assist
in this next step.

Dr. Ching-chun Hsieh brought
the conference to an apt conclusion
with his address, Hope for the Lotus.
As Dr. Hsieh suggested, combining
Buddhism and
Technology will benefit not only the
scholars who will be the primary
users of these digital archives, but

Information

also the students and readers of their
work, who will be able to judge
for themselves the profundity and
personal value of Buddha’s teachings.
The dialog between Buddhism and
Information Science is a coming
together of compassion and wisdom.
The advent of a Buddhist digital era
allows practitioners of Buddhism
access to a wide range of information
about their faith. Since it is Buddhist,
it will have one ultimate purpose:
to help all sentient beings attain
happiness.

DDBC’s Microfiche Collection of the Tibetan Canon

In 2008, DDBC acquired an
archive of more than 40,000
microfiche from the private
collection of Professor Shunzo
Onoda. The microfiche edition
was produced by the Institute for
the Advanced Studies of World
Religions (IASWR) (1971-1991)
at Stony Brook in the mid-1970s.
The IASWR created the edition
from material in the University
of Pennsylvania Library. The
microfiche edition comprises the
PL480 collection plus a number
of additional titles acquired by the
University of Pennsylvania Library.
The University of Pennsylvania
Library was one of 18 recipients
of the collection gathered by Gene

Smith under the Library of Congress
PL480 acquisition program in
the 1960s and 1970s. The PL480
collection gathered imprints of
Tibetan texts collected in India,
Nepal, and Bhutan.

After obtaining the PL480
collection on microfiche, DDBC
acquired microfiche copies of four
editions of the Kanjur (Derge,
Lhasa, Narthang and Tog Palace)
and two of the Tanjur (Derge and
Cone). Printed editions of some of
these are already in our collection,
but there often are problems with
the legibility of some imprints. We
are especially happy to have an
alternative edition of the Narthang,
our printed edition of which is

almost illegible, and the Tog Palace
edition, which previously was
not available in our library, but
represents an important stemma
in the edition history of the canon.
With the addition of these canonical
editions on microfiche, DDBC
has become the prime location for
research on textual studies on the
Tibetan canon in Taiwan.



