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Dharma-Healing Database

Study and Data Building of Buddhist Medical Texts in the Chinese Tripitaka

OWen-Yi Lu

n June 2016, the "Dharma

Healing" project was launched,
and a comprehensive screening of
the Buddhist texts in the Chinese
translation of Buddhist scriptures
was undertaken using digital
humanities technology, leading to
the establishment of a Buddhist
medical literature database. The
goal of this project is to assist
researchers in researching Buddhist
medicine-related topics, and to
more effectively extract Buddhist
medical literature from Buddhist
scriptures from a macro or micro
perspective. The current "Dharma
Healing" project website is based
on relatively traditional modes of
operation such as directory search,
keyword search, conditional
compilation of scriptures, and
scripture passage display. In order
to provide web users with a more
effective way to find the scripture
passages they need, the latest
"post-classification" information
technology has been added to this
project, which will update the
project website making it easier for
users to learn, and provide more
information.

The Origins of the Project

This project was initiated
when Professor Tu Cheng-min of
our college was diagnosed with
liver cancer during a physical
examination in 2005. He treated
the process of hospitalization as a
"Ten-day Sickness Chan retreat",
and adopted the topic of "How
does the Buddha teach critically
ill or dying people to face illness,
life and death?" as a hua-tou.
This opportunity prompted Prof.
Tu to rethink and to verify the
Dharma. After being discharged
from hospital, Prof. Tu began to
carry out related research work,
trying to find relevant teachings
from the Buddhist scriptures and
the writings of eminent monks,
through the study and experience of
the scriptures focusing on disease

response, such as the Gilana Sutta

Collection, in order to compile a set
of practice methods that could be
specifically applied during illness
and implemented in daily life.

After a long period of research
and practice, Prof. Tu officially
launched the research and teaching
of Buddhist medical literature in
September 2014, leading students
to study religious, medical and
Buddhist literature from different
research methods and viewpoints.
Beginning in March 2016, a
class with Prof. Hung Jen-jou,
of the Department of Buddhism
and curator of the Library and
Information Center, led the students
to build the accumulated results
of the research into the database.
During this period, they were invited
to Germany to participate in the
"Situating Medicine and Religion
in Asia Workshop" international
conference in May 2016, and gave
a special lecture "DBMHA: A
Database of Medicine & Healing
Approaches in the Chinese Buddhist
Tripitaka", which earned the
approval and encouragement of
many scholars. In June of the same
year, the "Dharma Healing" project
was formally established to continue
to promote related research,
teaching, and the elaboration of
the database. After Prof. Tu passed
away, Prof. Hung Jen-jou and
Prof. Mei Ching-hsuan from the
Department of Buddhism continued
to lead and carry out related research
on this project.

Project Website Introduction

The "Dharma Healing" project
webpage (http://dhd.dila.edu.tw/)
divides the Buddhist and medical
literature into two levels in order to
present it. The first uses a thematic
structure to classify the literature
according to appropriate topics,
and with the help of the subject-
tree catalog, users can find the
required items. The documents and
canonical scriptures included are
compiled from papers and books
on topics related to Buddhism and
medicine, as well as the scriptural
passages related to medicine
and diseases mentioned in the
Tripitaka. The second bases itself
on Buddhist medical keywords
to classify the literature in order
to help users find the textual
items they need using keyword
cues. The Buddhist medicine
keywords provided are derived
from the keywords included in the
three categories of "Psychology,"
"Physiology; Hygiene," and
"Medicine; Pharmacy," of the fifty
classification items of the Index to
the Taisho Tripitaka. With the help
of information technology, scriptural
passages that mention these
keywords in CBETA are identified,
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A The "Dharma Healing" project webpage will be updated soon.

and passages related to medical
treatment are then compiled.

"Post-Classification'" Search
Method

In the document and word
search functions, a topic-based
post-classification search interface
has been created. Users can select
relevant subject items in the
subject catalog according to the
documents they want to find, or
type in possible keywords to search
for, and the system will compile a
list of Buddhist scriptures that may
meet their needs based on those
parameters. At the same time, the
system will also provide parameters
based on these items. Users can
click on the parameters provided
in each category according to
their search requirements, and the
system will further search for a list
of Buddhist scriptures that better
meet their needs. For example, if we
want to use the "Dharma Healing"
project website to find the scriptural
passages of the "Akasagarbha Water
Mantra," we can first select the
topic "Secret Mantra Healing" in
the topic list, and the system will
list the information on all canonical
scriptures classified under "Secret
Mantra Healing." At the same time,
the system will also provide further
classification parameters such as
"Mantra Reciter," "Mantra Hearer,"

"Sickness," "Purpose of Mantra,"

"Mantra," and so on, for users
to choose advanced parameters.
Under the category of "Mantras",
we should be able to find the item
"Akasagarbha Water Mantra."
Then, the known information can
be selected, and the system will
perform a search based on the
selected advanced parameters.

"Post-Classification" Display
Method

On the scripture display page,
in addition to displaying scripture
paragraphs based on user search
results, the system also marks
the Buddhist medical keywords
mentioned in the scriptural
paragraphs and links to the
"Buddhist Medical Dictionary
Corpus"; if you want to know
more about the interpretation and
definition of a certain Buddhist
medical keyword in the major
dictionaries, you need only click
on the keyword to link to the
corresponding definition. The
entries in the "Buddhist Medical
Dictionary Corpus" are based on
the keywords in the Index to the
Taisho Tripitaka classified into
three categories: "Psychology",
"Physiology; Hygiene," and
"Medicine; Pharmacy." The
sources of term definitions
include the Ding Fubao Buddhist
Dictionary, the Yiqgiejing Yinyi,
the Continuation to the Yiqiejing

Yinyi, the New Collected Record
of the Glossaries of Buddhist
Sutras, the Sanskrit Lexicon, the
Nanshan Vinaya Dictionary, the
Fa-xiang Dictionary, the Dictionary
of Common Buddhist Vocabulary,
A Dictionary of Chinese Buddhist
Terms, supplemented with the
corresponding entries from
the Chinese Encyclopedia of
Buddhism, the Foguang Dictionary,
the Foguang Tripitaka-Agama
Sutras, Zhuang Chunjiang’s Agama
Dictionary, and other relevant

entries from Chinese dictionaries.

Conclusion

This project currently continues
to conduct further in-depth research
and analysis of various Buddhist
medicine-related topics and texts
to establish a more complete post-
classification database in order to
facilitate the creation of a more
professional and user-friendly
project website. It is hoped that the
results of this "Dharma Healing"
project can provide an important
source of canonical scriptures in the
field of Buddhist medicine research,
provide an interface to help
researchers find and read scriptural
passages, and provide readers with
valuable knowledge of practices on
how to face and deal with illness
and physical pain, and how to face
and transcend life and death from
the Buddhist scriptures.



