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Cultural Heritage and Digital
Technology Meet at DH 2019

©Yu-Chun Wang

he Digital Humanities (DH) Conference
Tis the annual international conference
of the Alliance of Digital Humanities
Organizations. The DH conference is the
most important meeting of the digital
humanities society in the world. In 2019,
the DH Conference (DH2019) took place
in Utrecht, the fourth largest city of the
Netherlands. Utrecht is located in the very
center of the Netherlands and is also its
religious center. The venue of DH2019 was
TivoliVredenburg, a modern music hall
situated in Utrecht’s historical city center.
During two days of pre-conference
workshops and the three-day conference,
thousands of researchers gathering from
all around the world presented their newest
research and the applications of their work.
Our three professors attended DH2019 this
year. At the first day of the conference,
July 10th, Prof. Jen-Jou Hung and Prof.

Ching-Hsuan Mei presented their research

“Exploring Intertextuality in the Mahoyoga

A Presentation of Prof. Mei (left) and Prof. Hung (right).

The Journey to the East

Section of the Rin chen gter mdzod.” They
propose to apply digital textual analysis
technology to deconstruct the great corpus
of Tibetan treasure literature — Mahayoga
section in the Rin chen gter mdzod. With
the help of digital technology, each phrasing
can be compared in order to detect reused
sentences. Thus, the researchers can further
interpret the so-called intertextuality in
Tibetan treasure literature.

At the second day of the conference,
July 11st, Prof. Yu-Chun Wang presented
the research of their team “Climate
Event Classification Based on Historical
Meteorological Records and Its Presentation
on A Spatio-Temporal Research Platform.”
Nowadays, climate change has become a
serious problem. How to understand its
cause and effects in order to find a way
to deal with it has become an important
research topic. To trace the occurrence and
impact of climate disasters, many clues can
be found in the rich records left by historical
materials. The research team that Prof. Wang
belongs to propose an event classification
method based on the meteorological
records of the early Qing Dynasty (1644-
1795) in the East Asian Historical Climate
Database. By representing classical Chinese
texts into word embedding vectors and
the k-means algorithm, they overcome the
difficulty of analyzing classical Chinese
and not having enough training data. They
then integrate the classification results with
the map and timeline to develop a Spatio-
Temporal search interface, which facilitates

climatologists to access and analyze data

A Inner Hall of the Museum.

according to the three dimensions of time,
area and event categories. The main features
of the interface include a scrolling timeline,
a pop-up condition selection window, and an
instant response map. When the user selects
the conditions, the map will immediately
display the records satisfying the conditions.
If the cursor is moved over the location on
the map, the page below the map will show
the meteorological records of the location in
the timeline interval.

On the evening of the second day,
the conference provided a very special

banquet at a beautiful museum, Museum

How a German ends up in Taiwan

©OLleo Maximilian Koenig

ear reader, FAI5EIRE |

First I would like to express my
gratefulness for having the opportunity to
contribute to this newsletter. Writing this
article gives me the feeling of being able
to give something back to this wonderful
school that already has given a lot to me.

My name is Leo Maximilian Koenig
or fij75%% in Chinese. I am 27 years old
and I am currently living at Dharma Drum
Mountain. Whoever had the pleasure of
meeting either Sebastian Nehrdich or Marco
Hummel, two of my fellow students who
have been at DDM some years ago, might
already be familiar with what I am going to
tell you about my academical background.
But I would still like to go a little into detail
to give you a glance into our studies, that are
so different from the studies here.

Like the above-mentioned fellows, I
am also a student of Classical Indology at
Hamburg University, Germany. I am in my
fourth, and according to the curriculum, last
year of studies. Up to now, the focus of my
studies lies on the acquisition of language

proficiency, which is precisely the focus
of the bachelor programme at Hamburg
University. At least two of the languages
Sanskrit, Tibetan and Hindi may be chosen
and are studied intensely during these
four years. Among others, courses in Pali,
Tamil and Buddhist Chinese are available
too. After having made us familiar with
these sometimes a bit strange and exotic
languages, we start to dive into Indian and
Tibetan history, philosophies, and literature.
Our department is comparatively small,
which results in a rather close relationship
between the few students and the professors,
who seldomly stand on a speaker’s desk
lecturing, but rather sit with us literally at
eye level. How studying there differs to
studying here at DILA has been described
very well by Sebastian, so that I kindly refer
to the DILA newsletter 04/17, he wrote a
great article!

But how did I end up studying at DILA?

In Germany most of the bachelor
programmes require the student to choose a
minor field of study. I always had a special

interest into Asian cultures, of which China’s
definitely is among the most prominent,
so I seized the opportunity of being able to
choose Sinology as my minor. For various
reasons it is also a crucial part of (today’s)
Buddhist studies.

A lot of fun during learning Chinese,
which led to good results in the exams, and
the experience that this language contains
an immeasurably vast corpus of literature let
my love to it grow further and further. It is a
language that on the one hand is so different
from all the languages a Western student
encounters during standard education and
the acquiring of which is on the other hand
so much different from learning Sanskrit,
Classical Tibetan or Pali, languages that do
not require the student to learn how to speak
it, at least when studied in the West.

When I started to plan my semester
abroad, which is obligatory in our fourth
year of study, the two above mentioned
fellow students already have been here at
DILA and shared their downright positive
experiences with me. I sensed that I can

Catharijneconvent, which is a former
medieval monastery. The entire museum,
including cloister garden, was opened
exclusively to the DH 2019 guests. The local
organizers offered a large variety of food
and drinks with musical entertainment. Our
professors enjoyed the unique opportunity
to wander through the museum and share
experiences with many researchers in a
relaxed atmosphere. The trip of our three
professors to DH 2019 ended in great
success and showed the achievement of
bringing classical literature together with
digital technology.

A Leo Koenig while helping out at the Chan Hall.

Learning here is not just restricted to the classroom.

combine all my academical interests and
all my personal interests here and so the
decision to apply for studying here was not
at all a tough one.

I consider myself more than lucky to be
able to study at DILA. Here I can not only
learn and study Chinese in a great variety
of contexts, I also can continue the study
of Sanskrit, Pali and Tibetan, deepen my
knowledge of Buddhism and learn about
the life in a Buddhist environment. Thanks
to the people living here, I also learn about
community, compassion, sharing and
devotion —i.e. I learn about Taiwan.
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