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Digital Silk Routes: The Silk Road
Sino-Indian Cultural Exchange Project

he Chung-Hwa Institute for

Buddhist Studies’ (CHIBS)
“Silk Road Sino-Indian Cultural
Exchange” project aims to enhance
received knowledge of the Silk
Route(s) Buddhist and cultural
history and to contribute further to
the field of Buddhist Studies with
a Geographic Information System
(GIS) research tool.

The project traces the westward
routes from China taken by the
three eminent Chinese monks,
Faxian, Xuanzang, and Yijing,
and aims at augmenting the basic
framework of historical figures,
annals, and geographic space with

more detailed information about the
local cultures in the areas along the
trade routes, including literature, the
arts, and folk customs.

The project’s contents include
the history of Sino-Indian cultural
exchange; a comparative study
of the eminent monks’ journeys
westward; a study of place names
testifying to the Sino-Indian
Buddhist cultural exchange;
the Sino-Indian Silk Route(s)
transformation of human culture
and natural landscape; a study of
the Xinjiang and Gansu corridor’s
Buddhist historical relics and arts;
studies on the culture and Buddhist

historic monuments of Central
Asia; studies on the impact of the
three eminent monks’ pilgrimages
to India then and in the modern
imaginaire.

The project makes use of social
network tools to connect GIS
technologies and Web 2.0 appli-
cations.

The CHIBS believes that this

will be a useful way to promote
the project’s interactivity and
popularize the research of Silk
Route(s) culture, which may open
up new research directions.

starting point:

chang an

Developing
Chinese Phonology
Research Tools

uilding on our existing research tools for the study of the

Tripitaka (CBETA, Digital Database of Tripitaka Catalogues,
etc.), the goal of the Chinese Phonology Project is to analyze the
technical Buddhist lexicon and other relevant selected lexicon
attested in the Chinese Tripitaka and to trace their original
pronunciation, usage, and changes of meaning throughout history,
as well as to build cross-language reference tools to allow the
Chinese Tripitaka to be compared with Tibetan, Sanskrit, Pali, and
English versions of the corpus.

Since 1989 DDBC has organized and digitized full-text versions
of Buddhist texts, catalogues, and reference works for scholars of
Chinese Buddhist Studies. As a glossary and digital research tool,
the current project will continue to develop our body of reference
works.

In this project, we focus on digitizing phonology and glossary
resources based on the Tripitaka, and building search and research
interfaces for users to access. Moreover, all different area of this project
are designed to support specific Chinese phonology and cross-language

research topics.
In this way, we can
vi h BRARBRARREFS
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A Route chart of Xuanzang's westward pilgrimage during the Tang Dynasty. The orange line represents the outbound pink line is the way.

What is Buddhist Informatics

for me?

s a student just graduated from Dharma Drum
ABuddhist College, I am so appreciative of what I
have received in four years. At the momentof leaving
the school, I am very sure that choosing Buddhist
Informatics as my master’s studies was one of the
correct decisions in my life.

Buddhist Informatics is a new field of study in digital
humanities which is presently only offered in DDBC.
Before entering DDBC, I knew nothing about Buddhist
Informatics; I just had an idea that this field has some
connections with Buddhist Studies and Computer
Science. Even though I have now finished my studies,
I still cannot give a single definition of “Buddhist
Informatics.” In my opinion, different students will have
his or her own definition for Buddhist Informatics, and
what I want to share here is “What Buddhist Informatics
is for me”.

Just as the introduction to the Buddhist Informatics
program on DDBC’s webpage shows, the aim of
Buddhist Informatics is to enable students to contribute
to the development of digital sources, resources and
tools in the field of Buddhist Studies. Compared to
the Chinese Buddhism, Indian Buddhism and Tibetan
Buddhism curricula in our college, I need to get more
actively involved in the Informatics department, while
on the other hand the courses designed by DDBC are
quite different from Computer Science department
courses in other colleges. In my learning experience of
Buddhist Informatics courses, the focus of the teachers is
the concept of digitalization and international standards
but not programming skills as such. I think the main
reason is broaden our vision in this modern era with a
focus on the development of Buddhist Studies.

Besides the courses, the teachers paid great attention

by Kwok Jie Li

to our cooperation and collaborative spirit because one
of our missions in the future is to help/lead a team to
develop digital tools for the field of Buddhist Studies.
Nowadays it is quite difficult for a single person to
develop and maintain a software program, website or
online service; what we need is a team. That is why we
need to learn how to cooperate and collaborate with
others.

For me, choosing Buddhist Informatics is a correct
decision I made in my life. This is because the skill I
have learned is not only useful for my personal studies
but also is a good skill that I can to contribute to others,
and this is the practice of “dana”. In the learning of
teamwork, the focuson “I”’ decreased, making mefeelthe
meaning of “anatta”.

All that I have learned at DDBC comes from the
compassion of Master Sheng-yen and all the teachers.
The training in Buddhist Informatics has benefitted me
so much,both in the practical skills and personal growth.

A Academia Sinica, from left to right: Aming Tu, Kwok Jie Li, Jenjou
Hung.
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