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On-campus Access to the Library of the
Tibetan Buddhist Resource Center TBR

by Jeff Walmann (Executive Director, TBRC) & Ven. Dhammadinna (Ass. researcher, Library and Information Center, DDBC)

he Library and Information

Center of Dharma Drum
Buddhist College and the group of
professors of Tibetan Buddhism
at DDBC are much pleased — if
not overjoyed — to announce that
DDBC has been enabled full access
to the digital treasures of the Tibetan
Buddhist Resource Center (TBRC).

The TBRC Digital Library is
now directly accessible on campus
from within the DDBC network.

DDBC is the first and presently
the only educational institution in
Taiwan to feature as a subscriber to
the TBRC.

Our school — in collaboration
with the CBETA, the major world-
wide hub for the creation and
implementation of digital resources
and archives of Chinese Buddhist
literature — naturally and intimately
resonates with the pioneering
mission and efforts of the TBRC.

Thus by subscribing to the
TBRC we provide access to an
excellent digital platform for both

the traditional and academic study

of Tibetan literature and culture,
while having at heart the need to
offer our institutional support to the
TBRC.

Using Technology To Preserve
Tibet’s Literature

In 1999, Gene Smith founded the
Tibetan Buddhist Resource Center
to preserve and make available
Tibetan literature. The TBRC
specializes in digital preservation
that is based on the internet, so
that Tibetan masters, scholars,
translators, and all interested
readers, wherever they are located,
have access to the full range of
Tibetan literature.

A Gene Smith

In order to realize this vision,
the TBRC:

» Digitally preserves literature so
that it can never be lost.

« Catalogs and organizes texts into a
modern digital library so that they
are easy to find.

* Actively seeks out rare and
undiscovered literature.

» Disseminates the library online
and to remote locations so that
anyone can read, print, or share

texts.

Opening The Vast Tibetan
Traditions & Gathering Them In
A Single Place

The Tibetan literary heritage
stretches back more than 1,300
years. Its influence is seen
throughout the Himalayan region
from Nepal, Bhutan, India, China,
and Mongolia to as far west as
modern-day Iran.

The heart of the TBRC’s mission
is to seek out texts and gather
them in a single place. The Tibetan

literary heritage is immense and

A Beginner's Mind

by Shi Jian Xuan

Saarch the Library Q SeschBy

M  Catalog  Genres  Subjects  Persons

Places  Selections

4
Raferance Materialy

includes traditional medicine,
astrology, astronomy, alchemy,
art, history, geography, biography,
grammar, folk culture, poetics,
and extensive philosophical and
religious treatises.

However, while the TBRC
estimates that it holds 80 percent of
the best-known texts, this is perhaps

With this issue of DDBC newsletter, we continue to publish shorter or longer

pieces written by our students who reflect on their motivation and expectations in

joining DDBC, on aspects of campus life, on how they experience the spiritual-cum-
academic training offered by the College. The ven. Jian Xuan comes from Malaysia

and is a first year nun student in the MA course, focusing on Chinese Buddhism.

hen I was newly ordained, I kept being asked, why did I decide

‘ V to become a Buddhist nun? In fact, till now I do not have yet a

‘routine’ answer or a ‘standard’ reply to such a question. To me, it is
about relying on my vow to fully realize what monastic life is set for.

Living a monastic life in all its depths, we come to intimately
appreciate the implications of the concepts of not-self and
interconnectedness. The brotherhood and sisterhood in the Dharma
nourish us when facing difficulties in our practice, especially when our
own aspiration to awakening (bodhicitta) is not strong enough to cut
off the strings of afflictions and to transform the unwholesome energy
drive of our old habits.

I find it is important to feel happy and joyful in this life. Living in
the sangha has first and foremost to do with developing our own kind
and acts in terms of body, speech and thoughts.

In a Chinese song by Master Liaoran, the speech of a monastic is
compared to a lotus that is able to spread its pure fragrance. These
lyrics touched me deeply and planted the Dharma seeds in my mind,
when I first heard them in a Dharma Class I attended years back. At
that time 1 was a student at the University of Utara, in Malaysia. All
these years, I have been keeping these beautiful lyrics with me, to
remind myself of practicing right speech.

We learn to take care of the feeling of the other person and to
appreciate their presence. This way we are actually taking, gently,
steps towards self-liberation. When we are able to deal with our
own greed, hatred and ignorance, as a consequence this spiritual
process will naturally generate the energy of mindfulness in our
whole being, enhancing the very source of compassion in our then

‘innocent’ mind. By doing so, we keep gradually moving into the
dimension of bodhisattva deeds, bringing sentient beings to the
pure land.

It is important to feel that we are just a drop in the river, that we
cannot be separated from the river. Thus we take refuge in the sangha
and the aspiration of the sangha becomes our own aspiration; we feel no
separation in community life, so that we do not diverge from the sangha,
which embodies the direction of our practice.

As a personal reflection, it seems to me that a beginner's mind is
especially able to connect to the “dharmakaya”, the 'body' (kaya) of the
teachings (Dharma). When we practice the teachings of the Buddha
wholeheartedly, we feel we are one with the “dharmakaya”. In turn,
the nourishment we gain from the sangha, is an actual reflection of the
same dharmakaya. A beginner's mind that connects to others on this
level, sees that in a way the good deeds and virtues of its own and of
others are no more than reflections of the dharmakaya. Such a lofty
understanding would arouse true love and compassion in us, and hence
transform our bodily deeds, speech and thought.

This is the type of aspiration to a “beginner's mind” I bring with
me to the monastic campus of DDBC, the foundation on which I wish
to further grow in Dharma by developing the increased mental clarity
and understanding of the Dharma that academic study can offer, as
a complement to more traditional forms of personal and communal
cultivation of the mind.

Special thanks go to the DDBC librarian Shu Chao-cheng (41

2) for his dedication to facilitating the administrative procedures
necessary to ensure access to the TBRC library.

only 25 percent of the total writings
by Tibetan masters.

As lost libraries are unearthed,
the TBRC receives and preserves
them, in an effort to make whole an
immense body of literature that has

been broken apart.

Library Science & Learning

As standard library practices
cannot adequately classify Tibetan
texts, the TBRC has developed new
methods to address their unique
configuration. These methods create
a map of the structure, intent, and
historical context of the literature.
Scholars continually update and
improve these maps, add detailed
information, and in the process
create a vital and enduring Tibetan
library.

We welcome all students at
DDBC to explore with us the didactic
potential and implementation of the
TBRC library mapping for the study
of Tibetan literature.

Ensuring Global Access

The TBRC preserves literature,
but ultimately it is a community that
sustains a tradition. In order for that
to be possible, people must have
access to the literature. Toward this
goal, the TBRC is building a library
that provides:

» Password access through a public
website.

* A special subscription program for
university scholars and academics
that provides access within
institutional settings.

Hard drive installations for
monasteries in arecas where
internet connections are not
available.

Access for holders of Tibet's
wisdom traditions wherever they

may be.

We look forward to hosting
students and visiting scholars
to make full use of the TBRC
Digital Library, for study and
research, or just for a quiet
reading session.




	佛教院訊22期_完稿.pdf
	佛教院訊22期_2版_4
	佛教院訊22期_3版_4
	佛教院訊22期_4版_3-OK

