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The Prajiaparamita in Khotanese (2)

The Adhyardhasafika Prajngoaramita

by Mauro Maggi and Giuliana Martini

n the last issue of DDBC
I newsletter we introduced the

Khotanese versions of the Heart
Sitra (Hrdaya-sitra) and of the
Vajracchedika Prajiaparamita (see
DDBC Newsletter 19, p. 4).

We now continue our survey of
these little known Prajiaparamita
materials preserved in Khotanese
with a quite special specimen of
the late Prajiaparamita work in
tantric style called Adhyardhasatika
Prajiaparamita, the Siitra on the
Perfection of Wisdom in 150 Stanzas.

The Adhyardhasatika
Prajiaparamita is one of the most
influential and revered scriptures
in East-Asian esoteric Buddhism.
Known as the Rishukyo (or,
more precisely, Hakubyoeryoshi
Rishukyo H i RHHEIEEREE),
this satra, in its Chinese version
by Amoghavajra, has been for
centuries at the core of the Shingon-
shit (H E57%) liturgy in Japan.

Until very recently the only
remnant of the Sanskrit original of this
stitra was a fragmentary Khotanese
manuscript from the Khotan area
(unlike the other Prajiaparamita texts
which were found in Dunhuang, as
we have seen in the previous issue of
this newsletter). This manuscript was
studied back in the early twentieth

century by E. Leumann, the great
German Indologist, who was also one
of the pioneers of Khotanese studies.

The manuscript alternates
sections in Sanskrit, characterised
by an abundance of vajrayana
vocabulary, with sections in a late
variety of Old Khotanese that extol
the esoteric sections of the text
and urge that they be studied and
honoured (Manuscript SI P 4 + the
fragment H 143 NSB 2, edition
with translation of the Khotanese
sections by R.E. Emmerick and
M.I. Vorob’éva-Desjatovskaja
1995, earlier edition by E. Leumann
(1912), as mentioned above).

Notably, the Khotanese sections
are part of the stitra and not spurious
additions, because both the esoteric
and hexoteric sections have to
be counted to reach the extent of
approximately 150 stanzas from
which the title derives and because
they are present, though in different
wordings, also in the Chinese and
Tibetan translations of the text
(Taisho 220.10, 240244 and Derge/
Tohoku 17, 489 respectively).

This suggests that the Khotanese
dared to translate only the hexoteric
sections but preferred to keep the
original Sanskrit of the esoteric ones.

Now a Sanskrit manuscript

Workshop on the
Ekottarika-dgama (345 &%)

Research Perspectives and Collaboration

by Giuliana Martini

O n Friday April 20th the faculty, staff and students
of DDBC, as well as a small but competent

from Tibet has become available
through a photocopy, presently
kept at the China Tibetology
Research Center (Beijing). A
critical edition of this manuscript,
including the Tibetan version
of the text, based on fourteen
exemplars of Kanjur and a
Dunhuang manuscript, and an
introduction surveying previous
studies on the Adhyardhasatika,
a description of the materials
used, as well as remarks on the
distinctive features of the Sanskrit
text, has been produced by
Tomabechi Toru ((E KHIZER):
Adhyardhasatika Prajhiaparamita,
Sanskrit and Tibetan Texts
Critically Edited (Sanskrit Texts
from the Tibetan Autonomous
Region 5),Vienna, Verlag der
Osterreichichen Akademie der
Wissenschaften, with a detailed
review by Kano Kazuo (fIfAA]
J4£) in Mikkyogaku Kenkyu (%52
Z2f12%) [The Journal of Esoteric
Buddhist Studies], no. 43 (2011).

The Sanskrit Kausika-
prajaaparamita-sitra in
Khotanese orthography

Our survey is concluded
by recalling that also the late
compilation entitled Kausika-

group of outside participants, came together for a
study day on the Chinese translation of the Ekottarika-
agama (B4= &, T 125), organised by the
Library and Information Center of DDBC.

This had not been planned as a formal conference
or a large academic ‘performance’, but more as an
informal, intimate gathering. We all hoped for ‘live’
research and discussion. Students did not shy away
either, which was heart-warming and enjoyable for
everybody.

Veneable Analayo, drawing on his vast
knowledge of the Chinese Agamas and early
Buddhist thought, started the day with a general
survey of the current status of the research on
this Agama, and then discussed “Patterns in the
Ekottarika- and Dirgha-agamas in Relation to Zhu
Fonian’s Translations™. This was followed by Hung
Jen-jou (FLHEIN), who gave the public a brilliant,
yet clear and accessible overview of “Quantitative
Evidence for Translatorship Attribution: Perspectives
for the Chinese Ekottarika-agama”. Ken Su (4455
1) showed his erudition and detailed knowledge
of the Agama collections when he discussed in
great detail “The Summary Stanzas of the Chinese
Ekottarika-agama”. Kuan Tse-fu (BAHIE) then
presented important and fascinating evidence on
“The School Affiliation of the Chinese Ekottarika-

agama: New Evidence for the Mahasamghika
Hypothesis”, in a carefully researched paper. Jan
Nattier, with her characteristic ability to re-assess
and challenge intricate philological entanglements,
brought the study day to an end with a presentation
on “Reconsidering the Chinese Ekottarika-agama:
Questions of Content and School Affiliation in Light
of the Translator's Track Record”.

The format of the event has proven to
be successful and constructive: a volume of
proceedings is scheduled for publication, and
future similar events — a series of regular Agama
workshops at DDBC — are already planned for the
next few years. The aim is to foster and promote
Agama studies in Taiwan, and collaboration
between local and international scholars, as well as
integration of traditional Buddhist philology and the
resources of Buddhist Informatics.

prajiaparamita-sitra (Sitra for
Kaus$ika on the Perfection of
Wisdom), containing a number
of dharanis (spells), is entirely
preserved in Sanskrit in Late
Khotanese orthography in a

manuscript from Dunhuang, and

that the beginning of the siitra is
copied in two other Dunhuang
manuscripts (the complete
manuscript is Ch 0044, ed. Bailey
1945-1985; the textual fragments
are manuscripts P 2925.59—-60 and
P 5537.1-6, ed. Bailey 1945-1985).

Spring Cleaning for the Mind

by Woon Wan Loo

riting has always been
Wan appalling task for me,
an ironic statement for someone
who is meant to be training in the
“academic world”. I came to DDBC
knowing this is what I would have
to face, but it did not hit me until 1
really had to start “doing it”. When
the time came that I needed to write,
the “lazy writing monster” lurking
at the back of my consciousness
haunted me constantly saying that
I am terrible at and incapable of
writing. This was due to my mental
autopilot that works very much on
a combination of perfectionism
and laziness. How does such
a perfectionist mindset work?
Basically, a typical perfectionist
— unrealistic — mentality on one
hand says things like, “If I can’t do
a good job on it, why even bother
to start?”, whereas on the other
hand it is all the time wanting to
produce the perfect piece of work,
overlooking its actual capacities.
For laziness, no words need to be
said.

Throughout this process of
“nurturing” and “giving birth”
to my final Master's thesis —
on the linguistic features of the
Tibetan translation of chapter on
the “Manifestation of illness” in
one of the Chinese translations of
Mahaparinirvaa-sitra (Taisho no.
374) — I let myself free in reading
and learning new topics that did not
have much bearing on the main area
of my research. The urge of wanting
to include all possible related
information to the research led
me into the black hole of desiring
more extraneous knowledge that
served probably only a footnote in
the Master's thesis. While the time
was ticking and the deadline was
approaching, still this mind of mine
insisted on patching and filling all
the least important pieces rather
than work on the contents, namely
the collation of the different editions
of the Tibetan translation of the text.

I overlooked that the seemingly
easy task of collation would take
me more than two months to finish
— Tibetan alone. The analysis of
the grammar of both Chinese and
Tibetan took much time for it to be
precise and hopefully correct (or
so I thought). When I hesitantly
submitted the final draft to my

supervisor and the other members
of the committee — I had no
choice, the time had come — 1 felt
that all I had been capable of was
to give them a product produced
with “average packaging” and of
substandard quality. In other words,
I did not manage to present most
of my findings on the linguistic
features of the Tibetan translation.
The image that came to mind was
that of a human being with a big
head but a small body.

The good news, I suppose, is that
the Master's thesis is written, finally,
and that I have learned and come to
understand myself more. The twist
is that the result was way out of
my expectations. Firstly, one of the
committee members, who was my
Tibetan teacher, commented that
my language abilities had improved
a lot since | started, and that | have
grasped the essential skills for
textual studies. Secondly, another
committee member confirmed that
a philological approach and my
research area should be encouraged
and more widely pursued by
students and scholars in Taiwan.
Thirdly, all three committee
members unanimously agreed that
I should continue to work on my
research so to start the ball rolling
on textual studies, and eventually
to make it available in published
form. I am extremely humbled
with the outcome and certainly still
feel overwhelmed by the whole
experience to-date.

Indeed, there were times where
I had to drag myself to work, but
there was also joy in working on
this text, to see how much in-depth
understanding I had gained by
reading the text over and over again.
In a sense, this mirrors the feeling
and gratitude for having a chance
to grow throughout my graduate
years at DDBC. This has given me
a sense of relief by knowing where
and what | need to further work
on in order to release myself from
the autopilot mode set deep inside.
At the end of the day, what looked
frightening on the outside was no
more than how wrongly I perceived
it in my temporarily crooked mind,
and the mind, just the mind, is what
I should focus on developing and
taming ... trying not to forget the
body, though.
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