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Letters from IABS scholars

Absolutely splendid job

Dear Weijen and Bill,

I just wanted to send a message
of thanks for the absolutely
splendid job you did for IABS this
year. | have been to three IABS
conferences before, but I think
this one was the best yet. The
organisation was incredible and
very impressive indeed given how
many participants there were. There
was not a single presentation where

we were held up by IT problems or

To Experience Chan.

anything else...... amazing.
Moreover, it was personally
very wonderful for me, because
it was my first ever visit to East
Asia, and I was so happy to have
the chance to get a real feel for
Chinese Buddhist practice. The
fact that it took place at DDM,
and that I had the chance to stay
in the Guest House, and to attend
the early morning and evening

services in the Buddha Hall, was

g_ F

Ven. Huimin,

I just arrived home after
participating at the 2011 TABS
conference that Dharma Drum
Center has hosted. I am sorry
I couldn't say goodbye to you
personally but let me take this
chance to do so.
I cannot be more
thankful to you
and the center
for hosting such
wonderful and
pleasant conference.
I have not been to
a better organized
and more pleasant
conference before.
The setting and the
peace of the center

just marvellous.

Last but not least, I wanted
to mention again that Youru's
kindness and dedication, and
her extraordinary energy and
application, made an enormous
difference. I still can hardly believe
I even got taken out and helped
getting the new sandals......

Many thanks,

Cathy Cantwell
Oxford University, UK

Wonderfully organised
%’ & apleasant conference

and the conference allowed me to
reflect on many things not only
academic. I also fully enjoyed
staying at the Chan Hall during
my stay. The staff both the lay
volunteers and the Venerables who
I came across were all so kind and
helpful. I enjoyed it so much, I
would like to take my family back
some time soon or even return by
myself. It is an experience I will
remember always.

Once again thank you so much
and hope to see you again.
Sincerely,

Thomas Sung-Eun Kim
Center for Religious Studies
Seoul National University
Seoul, Korea

The Chan of Tea.

Sincere
gratitude

Respected Venerable Sir,
It was a great pleasure
to participate and present
a paper at the XVIth
Congress of the IABS
held at the Dharma
Drum Buddhist College,
New Taipei, Taiwan. I
congratulate you and your team
on successfully organised this
conference. This IABS Congress
is the most significant event in
the field of Buddhist studies in
not only in Asian countries but
also in the World. I express my
sincere gratitude for inviting me to
become a witness of this historic
event. | really appreciate the
entire management of the IABS
Congress-kind hospitality, delicious
food, hi-tech campus of the DDBC,
active staff of the DDBC, my
pleasant stay at the Chan Hall and

“First Moon, Full Moon” by Seeing Smiling
Theatre of the Deaf.

the most gorgeous and striking
campus of the DDBC surrounded
by the mountains and trees.

I also express my sincere
gratitude to every member of the
IABS Congress Organising Team.
I appreciate your guidance and
devotion which was the key factor
behind this success of the IABS
Congress, Welcome to India.

With kind regards,

Yours Sincerely,
Shrikant Ganvir,
Deccan College, Pune, India.

A Look at the Early Congresses of the IABS

By Bill Magee

ow that the XVIth Congress of
Nthe International Association of
Buddhist Studies has taken its place
in history, I find myself wondering
about the early Congresses of the
IABS. Many of us who have been
working in the field since the end
of the 20th century remember the
more recent gatherings; this article
will provide a brief look at the early
Congresses of the [ABS.

The International Association of
Buddhist Studies was founded in the
Summer of 1976 at the University
of Wisconsin at Madison, the venue
of America's first Department of
Buddhist Studies. The First Congress
of the IABS was held two years later,
in September of 1978, at Columbia
University in New York City.
Professor Alex Wayman was the
Chair of the Organizing Committee
and Gadjin M. Nagao served as
President. There were eight panels,
compared to the over one hundred
panels in this year's event. Ninety
scholars each paid $15 for their
membership.

The Second Congress of the IABS
was held from January 17-19%, 1980,
at the Nava Nalanda Mahavihara,
in Nalanda, Bihar Province, India.

Two hundred participants delivered
eighty-five papers on twenty-four
panels. The Chair of the Organizing
Committee was C.S. Upasak;
Prahlad Pradhan served as President
of the Conference. Later that same
year, in August of 1980, Professor
Herbert V. Guenther hosted the
Third Congress of the IABS at the
University of Manitoba in Winipeg,
Canada. As far as I can ascertain,
1980 was the only year in which two
Congresses were held.

By 1981, IABS membership
had grown to 366. IABS President
A.L. Basham, author of The Wonder
That Was India, scheduled the
IVth Congress to be held at the
University of Wisconsin at Madison.
Unfortunately, the conference
coincided with America’s disastrous
Air Traffic Controller Strike,
preventing most members from
attending. Even so, one hundred
members from 17 countries were on
hand (by way of comparison, this
year’s IABS conference will host
over 600 members from over 30
countries).

Membership had grown to
almost 500 by August of 1981, in
time for the Vth Congress. At that

A Dr. Bill Magee, Planning Committee Chair of the up - coming IABS Congress.

time, Walpola Rahula was President
of TABS and the meeting, held at
Hertford College, Oxford University,
was organized by Professor Richard
Gombrich. The meals provided
for this Congress were entirely
vegetarian, just as they will be for
the XVIth Congress.

The VIth Congress was held in
both Tokyo and Kyoto, Japan, in
conjunction with the International
Congress of Human Sciences in
Asia and North Africa (CISHAAN).
It may have been the longest IABS
Congress, stretching from August
31™ to September 7" of 1983.

Professor Akira Yuyama was the
Chair of the Organizing Committee
and Gadjin Nagao was President of
the Association.

The next meeting of the
membership, in July 1985, was held
in Italy at the Centro San Domenico
of the University of Bologna. The
Chair of the Organizing Committee
was Luigi Heilman and the President
that year was Andre Bareau. The
cost for attending this Congress was
$200, the same price as the “early-
bird” registration fee of the XVIth
Congress, 26 years later! Two years
after that, the conference was hosted

by Professor Lewis Lancaster, at the
University of California at Berkeley.
The Xth Congress of the TABS
was hosted in Paris, France, by
UNESCO and the Sri Lankan
delegation to that humanitarian
organization. It was held in July,
1991. David Seyfort Ruegg was
President of TABS that year: seventy-
seven abstracts were received (we
have received 550 this year), and 113
particpants paid $50 each to attend.
Each year we see more young
scholars entering the field of
Buddhist Studies, and each IABS
conference reveals the remarkable
progress our field has experienced
since the founding of IABS in 1976.
Twenty years have gone by since the
Xth Congress, and the Congresses of
the IABS have grown tremendously.
What will the conference be like
twenty years from now in 2031?
I predict that the XXII Congress
of the IABS will be held entirely
in a virtual reality venue, and that
thousands of members will attend
as digital participants to hear about
the latest research pertaining to the
life and legacy of a man who walked
barefoot to beg his humble meal
twenty-five centuries ago.
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Z.E.N. “Relaxation and Concentration”
Research using creative meditation spaces

his project is designed as a

three-year endeavor, integrating
science, cutting-edge technology,
and Chan—or Zen—practice
with the ultimate goal of helping
individuals to cultivate Chan practice
in their daily life. This innovative
and creative research will involve
the implementation of advanced
technology developed by partners
in leading academic institutions
in Taiwan in conjunction with
traditional Chan meditation practice.

An acronym standing for “Zero,”
“Energy,” and “Nature,” the Z.E.N.
research project will consist of three
distinct phases. The first phase,
“Zero”—referring to the body
and mind returning to a state of
absolute stillness—consist of indoor,
computer-assisted meditation to help
train individuals and groups to sit
properly in meditation. Specially
designed seats monitor individuals’
and groups’ level of relaxation and
concentration based on their subtle
movements and weight distributions,
while an LCD screen shows
practitioners how to readjust both
their posture and their mind.

The second phase, “Energy,”
is conducted off the meditation
cushion and involves four state-
of-the-art platforms designed to
train individuals to implement
Chan principles of relaxation and
concentration in daily life. The
“z_Circle” tool is an outdoor, sensor-
laden path designed to monitor
the movements and concentration
of practitioners during walking
meditation. The interactive
“z_Move” program measures an

individual’s level of concentration

Vision on the Meditation Space Establishments (Year two):

Between my feeling and a feeling.

z_Circle
S
S e Endless
s T % Whirls with
T &

Endless
Hearing

o -~
B T T S
&

o

z_Wall
HRCLNTERNE,
Reflecting
one's Mind
by Ox
Herding

z_Move
BEF—A0
I Transcending
- Moving and
Stillness

z_Wisdom
JETSRIE 2
Beyond
Pursuing,
Aversion,
and

Perceiving
Sameness

while he or she guides an icon
across a series of LCD screens
or a Smartphone. The “z_Wall”

platform allows an individual to put

the traditional Chan metaphor of
“ox herding”—referring to reigning
in the mind habitually prone to

grasping and rejecting—into practice

in a novel way. While virtual oxen
are projected roaming about on a
screen, an individual guides an ox
using his or her physical motions
within a delineated space. Finally,
the “z_Wisdom” program trains an
individual to cut off greed, hatred,
and ignorance—the “three poisons”
of the mind. At the end of the
“z_Wisdom” program the individual
is given a report analyzing his or her
tendency to desire and reject, and the
program provides the individual with
advice from Master Sheng Yen’s /08
Adages of Wisdom for how to deal
with these tendencies.

The final phase of the research,

B

“Nature,” which is still in
development, will be conducted
outdoors in a “meditation garden”

during the third year. The meditation

garden will include a “Chan Heart
Spring”—a fountain that will be
linked to a computer monitoring the
heart rate, balance, and rhythm of
individuals walking on the z_Circle.
The computer will control the
flow of the fountain based on the
individuals’ level of relaxation and
concentration. In time, a “Water
Harp” will also be installed in the
meditation garden, which will help
individuals to relax by allowing them
to make music by playing with the
water as if it were a harp. Ultimately,
individuals will be able to move
about freely in the meditation
garden, actively participating in all
of the programs and activities and
learning to practice Chan in daily life
with the aid of advanced, innovative
technologies.

DDBC’s Continuing Efforts to Digitize
Historical Editions of the Tripitaka

DBC is currently involved
D in a two-year project of
preserving the Taiwan National
Central Library’s treasured rare
books collection of the Tripitaka
by digitizing the 224 works (bu %[5
consisting of 870 volumes (juan
£2) of ancient Buddhist scriptures
from Taiwan. These texts date
from the Northern Wei dynasty to
the Song, Yuan, Ming, and Qing
dynasties, and consist of a wide
variety of printing techniques.
This project is a continuation of
the Integrated Buddhist Archives,

DDBC'’s long-term humanities
IT project focusing on digitizing
Chinese Buddhist texts. DDBC’s
goal is to integrate and share digital
resources of Chinese Buddhist
Studies, and to make the material
accessible both to scholars and the
general population more broadly.
This project, like past contribu-
tions to DDBC’s Integrated
Buddhist Archives, involves
photographing and scanning
texts and microfilm and pairing
the images with a searchable,
full-text digital edition of the

text that will be linked to the
Chinese Buddhist Electronic Text
Association (CBETA) database.
The aim is to facilitate research by
allowing scholars to search, copy,
and compare texts from different
editions, which include Chinese
and Japanese manuscripts; hand-
press editions; printed editions;
hand-written editions; edited
editions; three-color printed
editions in red, black and blue ink;
and gilded Sanskrit editions. (Of
course, by doing this, DDBC is
actively involved in creating yet

another edition of the Tripitaka
that will warrant research in its
own right.)

The current focus is on
digitizing microfilm sources of
the texts, pairing their image and
text, and adding variable markup
to the full-text source in order to
make it searchable. DDBC aims
to complete the digitization of the
block-print edition of the Tripitaka
by the end of October and to
complete the entirety of the project
by the end of October of 2012.

The Indo-Tibetan Lexical Resource (ITLR) at the Khyentse Center
for Tibetan Buddhist Textual Scholarship, Hamburg University

By Giuliana Martini & Dorji Wangchuk

rom July 1st to September 16th,
2011, Dr. Giuliana Martini

(DDBC) has been invited as the

first Indo-Tibetan Lexical Resource

(ITLR) fellow at the Khyentse

Center for Tibetan Buddhist Textual

Scholarship (KC-TBTS), recently

established by Dorji Wangchuk,

professor for Tibetology at the

Department of Indian and Tibetan

Studies, Asia-Africa Institute (AAI),

Hamburg Univer-sity. @

The ITLR is envisioned as a
digital reservoir which will be
developed over a longer period of
time and will include the following
information — in each case together
with primary- and secondary-source
authentication:

e Sanskrit (including Middle
Indic) lexical items, phrases,
technical terms, and names (of
persons, places, works, etc.) with
corresponding attested Tibetan

translation(s) and translations
in other primary languages of
the Buddhist traditions, mainly
Chinese, when relevant.

e Etymologies and explanations,
as offered by Indian and Tibetan
sources.

e Metonyms of the lexical items,
etc., with their attested Tibetan
translations.

e Enumerative categories and sub-
classifications.

e Modern renderings, where
applicable.

® References to relevant discussions

in modern academic works.

ITLR’s objectives

The ITLR is designed as a platform
for researchers from the fields of
classical Indology, Tibetology, and
Buddhology. It will accumulate and
store lexical items that are:

e Products or by-products of

research done within the
framework of selected projects
devoted to the investigation of
Indo-Tibetan Buddhist literature of
all genres.

e By-products of research of
individual scholars, which under
normal circumstances would
otherwise often end up tucked
away in scholarly footnotes and
thus remain largely inaccessible.

Materials

Although lexical items from
the various branches of Buddhist
philosophy are bound to be in the
majority, the entries will not be
restricted to Buddhist terminology.
Lexical items from all fields of
knowledge and literary genres will

be incorporated.

Collaboration
The aim of the ITLR is to bring

together Sanskritists, philologically
trained Buddhologists, classical
Tibetologists (with main research
interests in Indo-Tibetan and
Buddhist materials) and specialists in
Digital Humanities.

The development of the database
is technically implemented by the
International Institute for Digital
Humanities and the SAT Daizokyo
Text Database (Tokyo).

Beside scholars from the
University of Hamburg, a number of
scholars from several universities and
institutions have already agreed to
cooperate, either on an institutional

or individual level.

History
Three workshops have already
taken place in Hamburg (2009, 2010,

2011). The next workshop will be
hosted in Tokyo (December 2011).

During her stay Giuliana Martini
has been testing the developing
platform by inputting ca. 180
entries and she has presented a
few sample entries during the
third ITLR workshop. Much time
and energy was spent in engaging
discussions and exchange of ideas
about the concept and modelling of
the database, now in the process of
leaving the testing phase behind and
entering its fully operative inputting
stage.

In due time the platform will be
made freely and fully accessible to
the public.

ITLR project: http://www.kc-
tbts.uni-hamburg.de/index.php/en/

projects

O The AAI and DDBC are partner institutions since the signing of a memorandum

of understanding in November 2009.



