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Times and Life: An Exploration of Venerable Zhengguang
(1896-1955), a Monk Studying in Japan during the Japanese
Colonial Period

Yuching Huang
Contract Assistant Professor
Si Wan College, National Sun Yat-sen University

Abstract

Born in 1896, Gao Zhide, a native of Yongjing, Changhua, was
a Buddhist monk with the Dharma name of Zhengguang. In 1943, he
became the abbot of Kaiyuan Temple in Tainan, and in 1947, he was
elected as a representative of Taiwanese Buddhism to participate in the
National Buddhist Congress in Nanjing. He was one of the victims of
the White Terror.

In 1926, he went to Japan to study Buddhism at Komazawa
University, the highest institution of Cao Dong Zen Lineage. After
returning to Taiwan, he served as a teacher at the Kaiyuan Temple
and engaged in monastic education. Later he was commissioned by
the Japanese monk Tokai Gisei (1892-1989) to engage in a lecture
tour organized by the Southern Teaching Office of the Lin Ji Zen
Lineage. He was a reporter and editorial director of the Nan Ying
Buddhist Association Newspaper, and founded the Buddhist Women’s
Association. He was one of the active figures in Taiwan Buddhist during
the Japanese rule.

On the basis of previous studies, this paper attempts to focus
on his speeches and articles published in the Nan Ying Buddhist
Association Newspaper, to explore his promotion of the Buddhist cause
in the light of his life history, so that we can give a more complete and
three-dimensional discussion of this individual and his speeches.
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