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DDBC OpenSim Virtual World

By Bill Magee

Bill Magee, assistant Professor of
Tibetan Studies, and Simon Wiles of
the Library and Information Center
at Dharma Drum Buddhist College,
have established an OpenSim virtual

Major Events

* 2009.9.29

Members of the Japanese Jodo Shu (Pure
Land School) and the Clinical Buddhism
Research Association of Taiwan visited
DDBC and toured Dharma Drum
Mountain World Center for Buddhist
Education. After meeting with President
Huimin, they attended a two-hour
symposium during which they discussed
the current state of religion and palliative
care in Taiwan.

* 2009.10.19

Ajahn Jumnien of Thailand and
Professor Chung-An Lin of National
Central University visited DDM
campus. They gave a talk to faculty and
students on approaches to Vipassana
meditation .

* 2009.10.21

This semester's Master Class was
delivered by Professor Guangda Zhang,
an expert in Central-Asian cultural

campus behind the DDBC firewall.
OpenSim is a BSD Licensed Open
Source virtual-world software capable
of supporting standalone or grid-
structured servers. Our DDBC sim

history. An academician with Academia
Sinica, Professor Zhang lectured on the
subject, “The development and Eastward
Spread of Mahayana Buddhism.”

+ 2009.10.31

DDBC hosted an International
Conference on Buddhist Meditation
Traditions. International scholars were in
attendance from Japan, Germany, Canada,
Italy, Australia, the United States, and
Mainland China.

* 2009.11.04

Professor Michael Zimmermann,
Department Chair of Indian Studies at
the University of Hamburg, delivered
a lecture entitled, “The Innovative
Structure of the ‘Chapter on Ethics' in the
Bodhisattvabhumi.” In addition, DDBC
and his University signed a memorandum
for academic interaction for exchanging
students, research fellows, publications,
and information resources.

is running on an Ubuntu “Karmic
Koala” server with 4 gigabytes
RAM. DDBC OpenSim can be
viewed with the Second Life viewer,
but Open Source viewers such as
Hippo and Meerkat offer advanced
cross-simulator functionality.

DDBC has had an educational
presence in the virtual world of
Second Life since 2007. However,
OpenSim has numerous advantages
over the Second Life platform. Site

administrators have complete control
over all aspects of the sim. There are
no corporate-imposed limitations
on build size or number of prims
allowed in-world. Entire regions
can be backed up to the local hard
drive for archival purposes or public
distribution. Most importantly, it is
Open Source and completely free.
Our DDBC sim currently
hosts Bill’s Tibetan Classroom.
The classroom consists of a Cube

of Tibetan Consonants, a Tibetan
Numbers and Grammar Puzzle, a
Tibetan Debate Simulator, and two
entirely unique methods for writing
Tibetan in a virtual world. Bill is
also constructing a full-scale walk-
in model of DDM'’s Great Buddha
Hall. If you would like log on to the
DDBCOpenSim and construct your
own educational experience, please
write to Bill at billmagee@ddbc.edu.
tw.

Volunteer Work (1st Year at DDBC)

By Andres (FRE{E)

When | first received the
volunteer assignment, | felt very
stressed because | didn't know if
I would be able to handle it with
my busy school schedule. While
thinking about it, I was assigned
another task: to clean up the dining
room.

At the beginning, | tried to adjust
myself to fit the school schedule
but I couldn't, so | decided to walk
around campus. Walking around the
campus, | noticed everyone very
busy doing their assignment with
joy. I wondered how they managed
to do that. Then I spoke with one
of the students from the Sangha
University and he told me he had
many housekeeping tasks to do
besides his busy school schedule; at
that moment | felt very embarrassed
and ashamed as there were so many
people in the campus who also had
a busy school schedule but were
doing housekeeping tasks to keep
the organization running. | figured,
I'm part of this organization, so |

Digital Archive of Khotanese

By Guiliana Martini

Khotanese is the Eastern Middle-
Iranian language of the Saka
kingdom of Khotan. Khotan was the
stronghold of Mahayana Buddhism
on the Southern Silk Route, in
present-day Xinjiang from the
3rd/4th centuries until its conquest
by the Islamised Qarakh nids shortly
before 1006. The extant Khotanese
corpus is a middle-size textual body
preserving Buddhist and other texts.
Many Indian originals for early
Chinese translations of Mahayana
texts were procured in Khotan, and
several Khotanese monks translated
Buddhist texts into Chinese.

The deciphering, interpretation,
and editing of Khotanese texts began
in the 19th and the 20th centuries
and is still in progress. Many
Khotanese texts have been digitized,
but they use various formats and
are often philologically unreliable:

therefore a comprehensive reliable
digital edition is necessary for
the advancement of Khotanese
philology.

In order to improve the current
state of Khotanese research, the
Digital Archive of Khotanese
(DAK) project has been initiated
cooperatively between Dharma
Drum Buddhist College and the
Department of Oriental Studies at
Sapienza University of Rome.

The scope and feasibility of the
project was first discussed in August
2009, when Mauro Maggi, professor
of Iranian philology at Sapienza
University of Rome, and Giuliana
Martini, Ph.D. candidate at Orientale
University of Naples, visited DDBC
and met Marcus Bingenheimer,
JenJou Hung and Simon Wiles at
the Library and Information Center.
Subsequently, an agreement between

the Department of Oriental Studies
of Sapienza Rome University and
DDBC was signed: DDBC will
provide the technical expertise
for textual mark-up, database and
interface design, as well as domain
knowledge in Buddhist Studies, and
Rome University will contribute
domain knowledge regarding Indo-
Iranian linguistics and philology.

The aims of DAK are:

- to create digital editions of
Khotanese texts;

- to build a digital Khotanese
dictionary that allows editors to
create and edit lemmas on-line;

- to provide a platform for on-line
co-operation that combines digital
editions, glossaries, bibliographies,
images and other data into one
research architecture;

- to contribute to the
understanding of the development of

turned the thought around and told
myself to participate.

The moment | changed my
thought, | felt at ease and happy
despite my busy school schedule.
I found | was able to do the
housekeeping tasks with joy when
| used an attitude of gratitude. |
also realized that | was able to
practice my Silent Illumination
method while | was doing volunteer
work. | constantly contemplated
the sensation of my body which
reminded me to relax at any given
time. When | felt the tightness, |
immediately told myself to loosen up
and let it go. | really appreciate all the
opportunities that the Ten Directions
have given me to practice and
allowed me to understand Chan is not
only applicable on the cushion but
also in our daily activities including
breathing.

There was a time we had to do
some yard work on a cold rainy day.
While I was taking pictures, | noticed
everyone was very mindfully pulling

Buddhist literature, the history and
the languages of the Silk Road in
Central Asia.

In pursuit of these aims, a digital
tool for the lexicographic study of
Khotanese that synthesizes, unifies,
and expands existing glossaries will
be built. It will take the form of an
on-line platform which allows users
to obtain semantic, orthographical,
etymological, and grammatical
information on Khotanese terms and
points to occurrences in published
texts.

Khotanese texts will be digitized
or converted to Unicode, and
the whole corpus of published
Khotanese Buddhist and secular
texts will be provided with a basic
mark-up according to the XML/TEI
(Text Encoding Initiative) standard.

The first operative phase of
the project is scheduled to start in

up stems of grass. After taking few
pictures, | put my rain coat on and
knelt down and started to pull the
grass. Suddenly | found my mind
was so scattered, there was nothing
bothering me but why was my mind
so scattered ?

After a few minutes, | looked
around. There was so much to
do in a very short period of time.
How could we finish it ? Fa Shi
suddenly advised us that we didn't
need to finish the entire area and
at that moment | realized my mind
was not on the present moment
because | was paying attention to
the amount of work but not on my
action of pulling grass. | have heard
numerous times of how to bring our
mind to the present moment and
this was the first time | had ever
experienced the reason why we
need to do so. Not only did I find
the reason for my scattered mind
but | also learned how to change my
actions and not focus on the amount
of work.

February 2010, when Mauro Maggi
and Giuliana Martini will again visit
DDBC. At that time the encoding of
the Khotanese Vajracchedika Prajiia
Paramita sutra as a sample text will
begin.

DAK will provide an
environment in which Iranian
philologists and Buddhist scholars
can meet and share information and
methodologies. This will bridge
the gap between fields of study
which have so far not fulfilled their
potential for cross-fertilization. The
result will be a better understanding
of the transmission of Indian
Buddhism through Central Asia to
China.





