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Ul S B T RENFE ARG R AR -

WA AP - EHELTIEE

7



8

EE S FYHE - B (chandas) FIRICE (jyotisa) -
Dwivedi 78 By » 18 SEIRPE 3 73 [ AR5 LR FEAR I - (HAN 2L
BN T EF % SUORRTEE R E A WEEE 2 (J\NEF)
(Astadhyayr) 2 H Panini > 1 (FEE) 2KH Pingala - #h
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HR 26 i 2% T P A B9 EN A% AR n] 9] FLOR PE Y BHAV 3 vk fa b
0 KEIRR—UIAE, T HEAZ . FrAEIRRTIEE S
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($astra) -+ DL (URPE) FotRiE - BAWEFE SR8 -
DUERBlE B SR E B (prayoga ) FYHE [ S HLET - il
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# (Pollock 518-519) -

B vl - M RIS A 7B B A A A4 B i Sastra
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el Ciam) - Ao Hag iR BRI ETEE K Sringeri B9 H
HAES > ME—-T ZEERTHEA ZRIE %R Sankara fif]
A TFERE RN R A LS - ufIss R - FTag A sy
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F (TR« — B HI RN I E B EEETEE)
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RREROFFEHERS R A SRR » SRS R BRIS AR B v = KRy
W AR R SR ~ SORRAY —HERE 250 - SR R =M
R BT 22
e H 7P (Prasad 2006) i (IE#&) B (Eiw) —

g1+ FrnlE EAMER TR ERFEAR IR S+ AR ARSI

12 FREREEE - 55 35 3 (2024)



TTHLH A 2 B AR - ° i B 5% Sringeri SFFEA %
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AR RS AT I < A TR SE (Prasad 2006, 16, note
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QA -t ER SR B PR AR IR T3 - S AR EE A
FHEF R A a8 3 “Sastra” DU AHRBHGAIZRIIE 42 A RV - 3547
VO TEAE 38 #E R [ S AR s 1R, « BEERN R AR E TS
AR BRI T 2R T AEEEX L (form
of life) HYREST (Prasad 2006, 27-28) - Sringeri ke —FE RS
HENE T A= B/ NE - 4235 7EE TAmE L A
#HaFETHE— "ESEMR, (language game) HYHIHI o
It - BEHTH T AEER S EITEEEE W] 7R
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o RO EEATEE AT ERIT R UEE
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SR EEEREE ~ EEREE ~ B - Wi FER - SEEEA
i AR E FEE B R & A HE - EELE - e GEE - 4
AR o 5 BRI R 8 e Fr B R HY $astra HYFE 8L
T o SRR i SO R P S PR B v R, « SR ERAYL
HE TR - TREMEMEAME ; (Prasad 2006, 39) © 4t
HOAMRHZE - Fragiy Tim . fEEfSAE AT HEES
EATTIMESEIER » e T EESSOR ) HRSINREE
BER L AENHRIRA - AR EE B RE M A -
PG REANE - HRFERKR S - GRFEHEME - BN HE
A —H& o G A FIRY BT - —isE LR AMMIE SRR &
CiEEER) B RITENE - sastra (2 BRI SO » R
eE MM - REEERYEEEG (Prasad 2006, 40) - 38
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BIEE sy FUR iR ERIEE - AR BUE R AL RE R 1%
B 7 VEHM - W HAW AEHRIRRE - BRI
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(Lokayata) KM - HHAGMER (vada) DAEPGEH
I FEA R - HERERERFM e IEE T 3EIME
i (RREUEH - nIDUBEBINREIE) - B —FHEeE » &
RERATEES o BTS2 Mg S - [
R - BIERHTHUE Tk - ERIREN SRS T EmE TR
B - BOREEAML » KRR TIEITASE (TSN 5
mAE L ) REHENHEEBEHE :: T (—X) EfF=
Kf > FEAWIRFREMRAR » —REESME - ) gt B - — K=
REES » R PP B AFFEPEARS - SE=REEA m DUEESMIL - R
BB ? MR 0 TR H W5 e LA B Rl R AR
FFE W iF - FEHZ 4P o, (CBETA, T24, no. 1451, p. 232,
a29-b15) S 2 - HRIYE LB DI B RS - 1]
T LA REEIME - (EERGCHEH TR - i E MU E
RSy (HEUR B A MR ERE R B - B
HIRERE -

It — AR SRR - fEETFE (IRAREES
) - HArsEms a2« JRAE TR REERR SN,
R Ry TREIRINE - #1T5mEE  HInTFREEIME - HEERY
WERAERH - [ EBRFTS| o SH40 » BEAERGIINEIE - T SR
PR H B S PRI R - 1S80ETE - T2 I EUETT
REANIL > (HOR R LSRR IR AR o SRR - IARIAGE A
A RETHREE - "

OFIRE (RAREESZEEE) ¢ T AN E RS R R R B
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Introduction: Some Thoughts on the Nature of Sastra and
Its Role in Indian and East Asian Buddhist Contexts

Chen-kuo Lin
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Distinguished Chair Professor, Dharma Drum Institute of Liberal Arts

Abstract

The exposition of sastra continues to exist as a living tradition
within contemporary Chinese Buddhism, playing an essential religious
role characterized by its intellectual, philosophical, and normative
dimensions. Regardless of the various methodological approaches
adopted in Buddhist studies, $astra remains a primary subject of
research and has achieved more sophisticated results than in the past.
However, the study of $astra as a category or genre of religion and
culture is rare, a situation that began to change paradigmatically due
to Sheldon Pollock’s excavation of the Indian Sanskrit tradition of
$astras. Previously, much research had not clearly articulated the roles
played by $astras within their respective traditions or cultures, how
they functioned, how they were read, and more importantly, how they
were utilized. In light of these concerns, this special issue originally
aimed to systematically explore several questions: What constitutes a
$astra as a religious genre in Indian and Chinese Buddhist traditions?
How are $astras composed? How do $astras gain transmission through
commentaries and sub-commentaries? How are they expounded upon in
actual religious contexts? What is the relationship between exposition
and practical application? Whether in India, China, Tibet, Korea, Japan,
or Vietnam, what is the production and circulation of $astras and their
commentaries (such as Dunhuang manuscripts, Japanese Buddhist
manuscripts in the ancient and Edo periods, and the Korean and
Vietnamese prints or manuscripts)? How are §astras related to rituals
(especially in Esoteric Buddhism and Shingon Buddhism)? What are
the local characteristics of lecturing activities? How are communities
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of $astra lecturing formed? How do different communities of lecturers
compete with each other? What is the relationship between lecturing
and debating? How does traditional §astra lecturing relate to the
formation of modern "Buddhist philosophy"? During the transmission
process, especially from India to East Asia, what changes have occurred
in the form of $astras? How are §astras translated and related to local
languages and literary traditions? What role do $astras play in scholastic
education? Due to the vast and complex nature of these questions,
they cannot be fully addressed in a single special issue, let alone in
an introduction. Therefore, this introduction merely touches upon the
nature of Indian $astras, from which Buddhist $astras are derived, and
their cultural functions, and outlines the fundamental purpose of this
special issue based on existing relevant research. Comprehensive and
systematic research in these areas will require ongoing exploration in
the future."

Keywords
§astra, Sheldon Pollock, Buddhist treatise, East Asian Buddhism
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