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B Stepping forward to
“IBA-Taiwan” - A Report of
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Promoting Spiritual Environmental Protection

and Praying for World Peace

By Yin-Lung Shih

The Second World Buddhist
Forum, in which nearly 60 countries
participated, was held in Mainland
China and Taiwan from March 28
to April 1, 2009. Dharma Drum
Mountain Buddhist Foundation was
responsible for holding the sub-
forum, “Spiritual Environmental
Protection in Buddhism,” which
was organized by Dharma Drum
Buddhist College and took place in
the Dharma Drum Degui Academy
on March 31st. The issues discussed
in the sub-forum included “Energy
Conservation and Carbon Waste
Reduction,” “Six Ethics of the
Mind,” “Water and Land Liberation
Rite,” “Vegetarian Diet and
Protection of Life,” “Prevention

Major Events

* 2009.02

DDBC and sister-school National
Taiwan University of Science and
Technology collaborated in offering
a new interdisciplinary program in
humanity and caring. The program is
headed by President Venerable Huimin,
including four courses: “Practice in
Spiritual Promotion,” ”Guided reading
and reflection in Humanity and Social
Science Classics,” “Practice in Social
Involvement,” and “Case Instruction in
Caring.” Among the courses, “Practice in
Spiritual Promotion” is being taught by
Venerable Guojing, Director of Center
for Practice and Study. In the future,
the two schools will further cooperate
in extension education programs. The
eventual goal is to offer better service in
humanistic approaches and caring to the
general public’s life-long education.

* 2009.04.15

The “Integrated Buddhist Archives
(IBA) - Taiwan” conference was held
on the 15th of April 2009, supported
by Taiwan Digital Archives Expansion
Project and Dharma Drum Buddhist
College, at the Institute of History and
Philology, Academia Sinica. President
Venerable Huimin, Vice President Aming
Tu, Director of Library and Information
Center Bingenheimer, et al., made
several presentations about DDBC’s
efforts, accomplishments, and plans on
digital achieves of Buddhist materials.

* 2009.05.03~05.07

Vice President Aming Tu and Director of
Library and Information Center Marcus
Bingenheimer went to Bangkok for the
celebration of Vesak and a workshop on
digital archives. Prospective international
cooperation about digital archiving and
future approaches were discussed in the
workshop.

of Suicide” and “The Financial
A total of thirty-eight
theses were presented. Since almost

.
Tsunami .

all presenters were practitioners of

spiritual environmental protection,

the issues aroused a heated
discussion among attendees.
Venerable Master Sheng Yen, the
founder of Dharma Drum Buddhist
College, proposed and promoted the
concept of spiritual environmental
protection in 1992. Since then it has
achieved a consensus in Taiwan’s
religious sector. Venerable Guo
Dong, the Abbot and President of
Dharma Drum Mountain, stated
in his speech at the sub-forum that
spiritual environmental protection
transcends race, religion and national
borders, and that it is the core
belief of the whole Dharma Drum
Mountain system. He expressed his
wish that the forum would serve as a
platform for offering contemporary
societies the rich philosophical

resources of Chinese Buddhism,

which could provide practices and
experiences to guide people in terms
of improving themselves and taking
social responsibilities. “Spiritual
Environmental Protection” can be
a guiding principle. We could each
expand our concern to society,
all of humanity, and the natural
environment to achieve the goal of
creating a pure land on earth.
During the closing session
of the sub-forum, Venerable
Huimin, President of DDBC, led
the attendees in making concrete
suggestions in the hope that all
Buddhist groups would focus
on similar goals. It would be a
positive outcome for Buddhist
organizations to collaborate with
one another environmentally and

thereby establish a cooperative

model for the future propagation of
Buddhism.

After the forum ended in a
satisfactory manner, all scholars
attending the sub-forum were invited
to visit the DDM World Center for
Buddhist Education to experience
first-hand the ambience of a
Buddhist practice center built with
the spirit of “Spiritual Environmental
Protection” and to observe a major
development of Chinese Buddhism
in Taiwan. It was also an opportunity
to allow them to understand how
DDM has realized the concept of

“Uplifting Human Character &
Building a Pure Land on Earth”
and experience the beauty of the
profound teaching in the tranquil and
delightful environment of Dharma

Drum Mountain.

Stepping forward to “IBA-Taiwan”- A Report of the Conference

By Pi-hua Chen

On the 15th of April 2009,
with the support of Taiwan Digital
Archives Expansion Project and
Dharma Drum Buddhist College,
the “Integrated Buddhist Archives
(IBA) - Taiwan”
held at the Institute of History and
Philology, Academia Sinica.

conference was

Aming Tu, the vice-president of
Dharma Drum Buddhist College
and also the convener of the con-
ference, introduced the conference
by explaining its origin and goals.

Although we now have a wide range
of projects which have constructed
valuable data repositories, these data-
sources tend to function as isolated
monoliths; and the lack of connec-
tions between them limits their value
to end-users. For this reason, a group
of scholars has convened to promote
ideas connected with “Integrated
Buddhist Archives” (IBA), the goal
being to integrate existing digital
Buddhist resources and to provide a
framework to support future work. A

central concern is the development
of a platform which can enable the
convenient searching of Buddhist
resources scattered around the infor-
mation world. Another key task for
the IBA working-group is to offer
scholars undertaking digitization
work in Buddhist studies a space in
which to exchange ideas and share
their experiences of digitization, so
that all may benefit from each other's
successes and failures.

This conference provided the op-

Lecture on Buddhism and the Environment

By William Magee
This May, Professor Kenyo

Mitomo of Rissho University,
Japan, visited DDBC to present
a talk on environmentalism and
Buddhism entitled “Present-Day
Social Problems and Their Solution
by Buddhism.” What follows are
paraphrased excepts from Professor
Mitomo's talk:

Environmental contamination,
which used to be a mere small-scale
problem that only a small section
of the populace had to endure, has
become an issue that the world
cannot ignore any longer. The
contamination of an area has rapidly
spread into the global scale, and the
issue, which used to be a problem of
an area, has become a grave one for
which the entire World has to bear
responsibility.

Air pollution produced by the
increase of nitrogen oxide and other
chemicals in the air by burning,
has not only raised the temperature
of the earth but also it increased
other problems, such as large
droughts, acid rains, groundwater
contamination.

Could human beings throw
away the comfortable life for fear

of the evil of wastes, forbearing
inconveniences? Though
scientific civilization brought
about environmental pollution,
development in chemical
industry has also contributed to
human society in the domain of
eradication of disease and curing
of the sick.

It is easy to criticize chemical
pollution. However, can we roll
back this highly-developed human
society to one of hundreds of years
ago? When considering such, we
notice the importance of our “Will
Power” and the necessity to
convert our “Sense of Values”.

The wisdom of knowing
fulfillment and desiring less, as
mentioned in Buddhism, is the very

basic principle for maintaining

health of oneself and for
making others happy. It can
be said that the corruptions
and injustices in developing
countries are caused due
to the unrealistic pursuit of
profits. Buddhism teaches
that we cannot avoid our
responsibilities even if our
bad deeds are not discovered.
Without spreading this idea,
corruptions and injustices will not
be eradicated. Without spreading
such Buddhist way of thinking, real
peace in society will not be realized.

A Buddhist proverb says, “If
mind becomes pure and clean,
environment also becomes pure
and clean; if mind becomes
tainted, environment also becomes
tainted.” It is a problem of mind
development to enable the efficient
usage of limited matters, without
monopolizing them, sharing
them with each other for mutual
prosperity.

The rich should be sympathetic
to the poor and the needy; the
wealthy man should share his
fortune by returning it to the
society. Such society where people

portunity for the presentation of a
number of projects with great po-
tential. Organized around the central
theme of “integration” | it also
provided the opportunity to work
on a new direction in our thinking
about how our resources can best
be used. It's ultimate goal is the de-
velopment of ever better and more
integrated services for end-users,
thereby making Buddhist resources
accessible and available in innova-

tive and powerful ways.

can live together brings smiles
and richness of mind. Extreme
imbalance of wealth and unfairness
brings certain jealousy and hatred,
and causes society to fall into that
of the survival of the fittest, thus
creating more sadness and pains.
Once society talls into a state of the
plunder and strife, it is difficult to
revive it to its original state of trust,
security and case.

Human beings are not the sole
living beings in this global society.
Many creatures live in “a net of
relationships” of coexistence.
If we pursue only profits and
conveniences, the relationship
of coexistence will collapse and
the natural environment will also
soon be destroyed. It is a duty
for us human beings to make
judgements from a global view
point so that we may be able to
leave a clean world to enable our
future offspring to live happily.
For the future of our children,
who have unlimited possibilities,
we should preserve our earthly
environment enabling all to live

harmoniously, healthily, and
happily.





