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M Without Expectations,
Opportunities Flourish

M Silent [llumination Retreat
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Without Expectations, Opportunities Flourish

By Louis-Dominique Dubeau

Since September, it has been
my great fortune to participate in
the scholarly life at Dharma Drum
Buddhist College (DDBC). 1
am a Ph.D. student in Religious
Studies at the University of Virginia
(UVA) benefiting from the special
relationship between DDBC and
UVA. DDBC has resources, not
available at UVA, enabling me to
make substantial progress in my
dissertation research. In addition,
I found confirmation at DDBC
that life is really much better when
it is lived without expectations,

for it is without expectations that

opportunities can best flourish.

Before 1 came to DDM, I was
told to expect the food to be bland
because of the absence of onions,
garlic and other spices we are so
fond of in the West. I am happy to
report to anyone who asks that the
food at DDM is delicious.

also informed that I should expect

I was

life to be boring on the mountain.
Again, I can say that life on the
mountain is far from boring. DDM
provides the ideal environment
for the practice of meditation and
for performing serious scholarly

research without being distracted.

If I were to become weary of
meditation and research, I could
just listen to the soothing sound
of murmuring trees or babbling
streams. After having experienced
DDM for myself, I can confirm
what I intuitively knew already:
I should not expect anything but
let life manifest itself without
forecasting what my experience will
consist in.

One afternoon, I pulled away
from my research and came out of
the college to find people lined up
along the path to Master Sheng Yen's

residence. I was able to immediately

apprehend the situation without
having to ask anyone: Master
Sheng Yen had passed away. His
vision of international cooperation
translated into the opportunity for
me to come to DDBC. Unhindered
by expectations, this opportunity in
turn generated further opportunities:
I met with international scholars
and participated in the 7K[EEIE &y,
for instance. These opportunities
generated further opportunities,
which are now generating further
opportunities, and will continue to
generate further opportunities in the

future. Master Sheng Yen's initial

A_\T;-l‘n X havan o,
4l
F‘/\'*‘N“U»“k&

vision is flourishing into a garland

of endless opportunities. Thus is the
truth of Master Sheng Yen's great
vow: “The universe may one day

perish, yet my vows are eternal.”

In 1934 the last surviving copy
of the Hongwu canon was discov-
ered in a temple in Sizhuan. When
the Chinese Institute for Buddhist
StudiesZ AR ZERTE fled the Japa-

nese army and relocated to Chongg-

Introduction to Tripitaka Editions at the DDBC Library

No.1: The Hongwu Southern Edition of the Ming Dynasty e ek

Call-No.: SU 043.6 6224 V.1-242

ing in 1938, the eminent scholar of
Buddhism Lu Cheng /=& used the
opportunity to study the edition. He
found that the 678 kK boxes of the
canon could be divided into a main
division and a supplement (Box
591-678). The supplement contains
many Huayan, Tiantai, Jingtu and
Chan texts of Chinese authors that
were for the first time included in
a canonical edition. Why was this
edition almost forgotten?

The Hongwu canon is one of

three Ming dynasty Tripitaka edi-

tions that were printed on imperial
decree. The larger part of this canon
was carved and printed over the
course of 26 years (1372-1398) dur-
ing the Hongwu period, the supple-
ment was added on imperial order
during the Jianwen period (1399-
1402). Most of the work took place
at the Jiangshan §%[LI5F temple in
Nanjing. In 1408, soon after the
completion of the supplement, all
woodblocks vanished in a fire. Very
few print copies were made. The

rediscovery of the last remaining

copy at the Shanggu _E 1 temple is
a great fortune.

The Hongwu canon contains
1600 scriptures in more than 7000
% fascicles in 678 & boxes. The
in the Chi-

nese title is not quite appropriate -

word “Southern”
there is no Northern edition of the
Hongwu canon. The main division
— Vol. 1-204 in our edition — of the
Hongwu canon is an exact copy of
the QishafiEf) edition, including
the box numbering and the charac-

teristic apparatus which provides

pronunciation glosses for difficult
characters at the end of each fas-
cicle. The edition in our collection,
published 1999-2002 has 242 vol-
umes. It is a facsimile, black and
white reproduction of the Sizhuan
copy, commissioned and funded by
Buddhists from all over China and
Taiwan. The images were digitally
enhanced. Unfortunately the catalog
contained in Vol.242 is only rudi-
mentary and does not map the texts
to the original box division or to

other editions.

Silent [llumination Retreat

By Andres (BRE®E)

The best retreats of DDM:

1) Pine Bush N.Y. has the best
retreat scenery

2) Gold Mountain, Taiwan has

Major Events

2008.11.25

Professor Dawen Feng of the Research Institute of Religious Culture from Sun
Yat-Sen University, Guangzhou, led a group of six to visit DDBC. In addition to a
guided tour to the campus, the visitors met with President Ven. Huimin and faculty.
Issues of further cooperation between the two institutes, e.g., faculty and student
visits and exchanges, were discussed during the meeting.

were doing the food offering at the as a supplemental method.

evening service, there was a part At this retreat, I felt so at ease

that we needed to recite: “Fan Fan  compared to my previous ones.

Fan Fan Fan:--” in my mind, I

Instead of concentrating on the

I also found my awareness and
2008.12.03~06

Vice President Aming Tu, Dr. Bingenheimer (Director of the Library and
Information Center), and Dr. Hung made a trip to Hanoi University of Technology,
Vietnam, for a joint international conference of The Pacific Neighborhood
Consortium, PNC, and Electronic Cultural Atlas Initiative, ECAI. They conducted
a session entitled , “Integrated Buddhist Archives, IBA” and presented papers in
the PNC section. They also demonstrated the application of a GIS cultural tracking
system for the Buddhist Database of Taiwan. The conference hosted 211 participants
from 19 countries.

the best retreat “magnetic field”
3) San Yee has the best of

the retreat meals.

replaced it with clarity expanded not only to my
hearing but also to my sight as
chant, my scattered mind pulled me  well. There were times I could
away to contemplate the delicious

dishes at the dining hall. T ought to

see very clearly without wearing -

This is the first time I have ever my prescription glasses; this is =

been any where in Taiwan besides say that I'm still an ordinary being amazing because I didn’t know

Taipei. Before I came to Taiwan for ~ with lots of vexations. that meditation could also correct

2009.01.13
Professors John Grim and Mary Evelyn Tucker of Yale University visited DDBC. There was a time when SR

Both scholars are experts in environment protection. President Ven. Huimin Taiwan offered the best snacks and  7%Ef asked us to face each other  better adapt to my environment/
introduced our green buildings and environment-friendly approaches to the visitors. i oy ; -
food but when I had the first meal then suddenly she decided to do conditions whether it be good or

here in San Yee, I must say it was

my study, my friends told me that eye sight. I also realized I can

2009.02.03

A special mission committee from Fu Jen Catholic University, consisting of
Fr. Louis Gendron S.J. and Fr. Frank Budenholzer, visited President Huimin to
discuss DDBC's experiences in academic administration and the pros and cons of
establishing a religious study institute. The two Fathers are considering founding a
new Catholic college.

the prostration repentance in front  bad. For example, during the last

the best and healthiest vegetarian of everyone! I was shocked as, two days of the retreat my leg was

even though she was late, I didn’t in a lot of pain, but I felt I was able _
think she needed to do that. This

has made me realize she indeed is

meal I ever had in my life.

After I put my luggage away to breathe smoothly and still be

in the dorm, I came down to mindful of my method. This never

2009.02.16

Ven. Xuecheng , Vice President of the Buddhist Association of China, accompanied
by his secretary, Ven. Xienjie, and Lu Xuen, chief editor of Dharma Voice, the
Journal of the Buddhist Association of China, made a visit to Dharma Drum
Mountain World Center for Buddhist Education. Ven. Guojing, Director of CHIBS

the dining hall and started my
“My Buddha, how can a

chef make the rice so soft and so

a great practitioner with no duality =~ happened before.

meal. and treats herself no differently

than the others.

Overall, I really enjoyed
the retreat. As the best way to

and the Center for Practice and Study in DDBC, briefed the visitors about recent yummy ?” I continued to my During this retreat, Shi Fu appreciate the Three Jewels I =
events. s ] - = - - =

next round and found out theyre  explained the Silent [llumination  will take one elective course next : }S
2009.02.23~27

all organic. This is the first time I =~ method very clearly and taught term and be more diligent in my

“The TELDAP International Conference 2009” was held in the Research Center
for Humanities and Social Sciences of Academia Sinica. The conference program,
which began February 24th, was designed by DDBC. President Ven. Huimin, Vice
President Aming Tu, Assistant Professors Marcus Bingenheimer, Jen-jou Hung,
and William Magee served either as panelist hosts or gave lectures during the

ever realized my body actually is  us how to deal with the method at practice.

sensitive to organic food. After the  different stages during the practice. Finally, I wish for all sentient ==

meal, I felt I could digest faster and ~ Besides the method teaching, he beings to be separated from

conference.

felt so energetic!

On the second night, when we

also taught us crucial Buddhism

concepts so we are able to use them

suffering and may all vows be
fulfilled.







