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The Wish-Fulfilling Tree

Our DESTINY resides in the NEXT generation,
So we DEDICATE this TREE to their future.
May they BOLDLY pursue UNLIMITED wishes
And CONTINUOUSLY STRIVE TO realize them.
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DDBC President Ven. Huimin at the UN Vesak Conference

The fifth International Buddhist
Conference on the United Nations Day of
Vesak was held in Hanoi of Vietham from
May 13th to 17th, 2008. It was the biggest
international Buddhist conference ever
held in Vietnam, drawing a gathering of
thousands of Buddhists. Buddhist leaders

Beach Cleaning Day

by Simon Wiles

On Tuesday 8th April, the teachers, students,
staff and friends of DDBC, amongst whom |
number, spent the afternoon on Jinshan beach
to mark the anniversary of the establishing of
the College. However, we were not (just!) there
to top-up our tans!

DDBC's anniversary happens to fall at the
beginning of the beach's open season, and so it
provides a perfect opportunity for the College
and those associated with it to express our
gratitude to our hosts in the town of Jinshan,
and to sentient beings on the North Coast of
Taiwan, by spending the afternoon clearing
the beach of some of the debris accumulated
over the close-season. For those of us who are
resident in Jinshan and make use of the beach
regularly, such as myself, it is an especially
valuable opportunity to contribute to the
upkeep of what is one of the town's most
appreciated assets, especially now that the Red-
Crowned Cranes have left!

Equipped with bamboo hats and plastic
bags, the assembled throng set about the task
with hearty gusto. The beach's regular patrons
seemed a little bemused, at first, as the team
made up of Venerables and a motley collection
of lay folk descended upon them and began
to busy ourselves like so many worker-ants
picking clean the forest floor.

Soon the pile of flotsam and jetsam was
mounting at the beach's edge. In fact, at one
stage | wondered if the truck which came to
collect the detritus would be able to cope with
it all! But cope it did, and a loud cheer was
heard as the last of the refuse was loaded on
board.

With the truck full, and the beach looking
much the better for our collective efforts, a
couple of us took the opportunity to go for a
swim out beyond the surfers — an excursion
which was sadly curtailed, however, by
the advent of a shoal of purple jellyfish!
Fortunately no harm was done, and soon we
joined the rest of our fellow beachcombers
at the Surf Beach restaurant for a celebratory
buffet.

All agreed that the afternoon had been a
resounding success. The beach at Jinshan is

from all traditions, prominent scholars,
state dignitaries, and practitioners from all
around the world were invited to attend. The
celebrations commemorated the 2632nd
anniversary of the Birth, Enlightenment, and
Passing Away of Shakyamuni Buddha. They
were four-dimensional involving spiritual,
academic, cultural

and religious

aspects.

The

“Vesak” comes

word

from the Sanskrit
“visakha,” meaning
the celebration on
a full moon. Vesak
was originally the
name of the fourth
month in the lunar
calendar. Theravada
Buddhists believe
that the Buddha's

well used by local inhabitants and by those
from farther afield, but it is also a natural
environment home to many kinds of native
wildlife (including purple jellyfish!). Just
as importantly, it is also part of the spiritual
environment, both for Fagushan and its
community, and for the wider Taiwanese
community and for all sentient beings. Offering
time to improve and maintain that environment
acknowledges our intimate and complex inter-
relation with it, and helps us to realize our
essential inter-connectedness with all things.
Plus it was a lot of fun!

birth, enlightenment, and passing away
happened on a full moon day in May and
therefore celebrate the thrice-sacred event
on the first full moon in the month of May,
known as Vesak Day. In a resolution passed
by the United Nations General Assembly in
December 1999, it was decided to celebrate
the day of Vesak in May. The United
Nations Day of Vesak celebrations offer an
opportunity to spread the Buddha’s message
of peace, mercy, harmony, love, progress
and development to the world to benefit all
sentient beings.

In this conference, the Buddhist Vesak
Day forum focused on seven themes
about the Buddha's message of peace.
Venerable Huimin, President of Dharma
Drum Buddhist College, and Professor
Aming Tu, Vice President, were invited
to speak in the symposium on “Buddhist
Education: Continuity and Progress” and
in the symposium on “Buddhism in the

Major Events

04.08

Digital Age”. Venerable Huimin addressed
“Issues and Challenges in Buddhist Higher
Education in Taiwan” while Professor Tu
lectured on “CBETA- Past Results and
Future Expectations: The Idea of IBA
for the Future Development in Digital
Buddhist Studies”. The issue of applying
new technology also took center stage. In
response, Venerable Thich Chan Quang said,
“If we deny the use of digital (technology),
we could lose a very efficient means of
teaching (and) propagating the Dharma.” It
seems clear that the uses of digital Buddhism
are increasing, and it will inevitably have
an indispensable role in teaching and
propagating Buddhism.

A special memorial ceremony of 10,000
candles was held on May 16th during the
celebrations. All the participants made a wish
for world peace and offered prayers for the
victims of Cyclone Nargis in Myanmar and
the earthquake in China’s Sichuan province.

With founder Ven. Master Sheng Yen and other honored guests in
attendance, DDBC celebrated its first anniversary at the International
Conference Hall. The ceremony included the signing of an alliance
formed with National Taiwan University of Science and Technology,
and an announcement of the acquisition of a microfiche collection of the
Tibetan Canon.

05.22

Mr. and Mrs. T. P. Seetharam, the Director-General of the India-Taipei
Association and his wife, visited DDBC. They met with President \Ven.
Huimin and several faculty members, and had a guided tour of the campus
and the Library and Information Center.

05.28

Visiting Scholar Erik. J. Hammerstrom, a Ph. D. candidate from Indiana
University delivered a talk entitled, “A Case Study in How Chinese
Buddhists Talked about Science in the 1920’s and 1930°s”.

06.02

The Master Class lecture for this semester was honored with the visit of
Dr. Zhong Chao Wu. Dr. Wu addressed the audience with a talk entitled,
“The Religious Thoughts of a Cosmologist”.

06.02~06.08

Dr. Wing-Cheuk Chan, a guest professor at National Central University,
visited DDBC for an academic interaction. He presented a lecture on June
4th entitled, “On Sthiramati’s Refutation of Realism: A Philosophical
Analysis”.

06.11

Ven. Zhiru, the Department Chair of Religious Studies at Pomona
College (USA), visited DDBC and gave a speech entitled, “A Discussion
of Buddhist History with Art and Archeological Relics: Reorganizing the

Role of Bodhisattva Ksitigarbha in Medieval China”.

Life on the Mountain for a Visiting Scholar

by Erik J. Hammerstrom

I am a graduate student, and | originally
came to Dharma Drum Mountain to do
research on my dissertation in the College’s
excellent library. What | found was not
only a good library, but also a community
of interested and motivated students
being guided by a cohort of equally keen
faculty. In my ramblings through the
library, I noticed that many students spent
all day there. These students were full of
questions, and were also quick to lend a
helping hand when it was needed.

Lunch with the faculty provided
an excellent opportunity to get to
know some of the scholars working
and teaching here on the Mountain.
Whether sharing a joke or musing on
the complexities of Consciousness-Only
thought, such communal lunches were

one of the social highlights of being up
on the Mountain.

The Mountain is a place of few
distractions, but there are opportunities
for wholesome diversions, such as
hiking. The land behind the College
will someday be turned into a full
University, but until then it remains a
wonderful place for an after-breakfast
walk. At the top, | found a tunnel with
a nearby view of the ocean. It was also
a good place for me to play my ukulele
without disturbing my neighbors in the
dormitory.

Because of the times we shared, as
well as the great progress | was able
to make on my dissertation, | will
remember my stay on Dharma Drum
Mountain as enjoyable and rewarding.
My thanks go out to the faculty and

staff of the College and all they did
to help make my stay so pleasant and
productive. —Amituofo.





