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DDBC's First Master Class Lecture on Zen and the Brain’

Professor James H. Austin,
Clinical Professor of Neurology
at the University of Missouri
Health Science Center, came to
Dharma Drum Buddhist College

to deliver a lecture on November

2nd. Professor Austin, best-selling
author of Zen and the Brain,
delivered DDBC’s first Master
Class lecture. Quite appropriately

for an audience affiliated with a

Chan Buddhist lineage, his topic

Visits & Lectures

09.16~20

President Venerable Huimin was invited to attend
the “Chinese Tripitaka International Academic
Conference.”

09.27

Professor Bart Dessien, Chair of the Chinese
Department of Ghent University (Belgium),
gave a speech on “The Northern and Southern
Mahasamghikas and the rise of the Mahayana
Buddhism.”

09.29~30

Vice President Professor Aming Tu was invited to
attend the “Conference on the Editing of Specialized
Reference Works.” He also gave a talk on “The digital
compilation of Tripitakas and Buddhist reference
books.”

10.01

Professor Chu, the Honorary Vice-superintendent and
Professor of Neurology at Chang Gung Memorial
Hospital, visited DDBC together with Mrs. Chu
and Prof. Yang Chuan Chang, medical doctor and
professor of Neurology at Taiwan University Hospital.
Professor Chu spoke with President Huimin about
the First DDBC Master Class by James Austin. They
discussed viewpoints concerning how Chan practices
affect the functions of the brain.

10.11

Professor A.W. Barber, from the Department of
Religion at Calgary University (Canada), visited
DDBC. He was welcomed by Vice President Aming
Tu. He toured the library with the Head of the library,

was Zen and the Brain.

Dr. Austin’s lecture was well
attended. He began by describing
the place of meditation in Buddhist
theory and practice. He discussed
the ordinary mental field and
its non-productive focus on the
self, and contrasted this with the
meditator’s mental field of internal
absorption, which is focused on
clear ambient awareness. The
ordinary mental field looks outward
to contact sensory objects, but

absorption in the internal mental

Commemorative Exhibition on Ven.

This year’s Library Week hosted an
exhibition commemorating Venerable
Master Dongchu, who passed away
thirty years ago. Venerable Master
Dongchu is renowned in Taiwan for
his groundbreaking efforts to make
the Chinese Tripitaka more widely
available. In order to accomplish
this, beginning in 1955 he produced
photostatic copies of the Taisho
Tripitaka and other collections of the
Buddhist canon.

Venerable Master Dongchu was a

field is assisted by closing the doors
of the senses, and is characterized
by a lack of self-directed thoughts
and a feeling of bliss.

Dr. Austin discussed the
neurological basis for the meditator’s
ability to block the sensory apparatus
and described the experimental
process that confirmed it. He spoke of
the dissolution of the “I,”” “me,” and
“mine”, and the psychological benefits
of avoiding self-conceptualization and
dualistic grasping; namely freedom

from compulsive action, fearlessness,

lineage holder of both the Linji and
Caodong schools. To promote his
publication of the canon, Venerable
Master Dongchu organized a walking
tour of four types of Buddhists in
order to meet and preach to villagers
and townspeople. He and his students
had a profound influence on the later
development of Buddhist education
in Taiwan.

The exhibition features the
collected works of Venerable Master

Dongchu, a chronicle of his life, his

and a sense of unity with all things.
Dr. Austin is a scientist and a
practitioner who exemplifies an
important trend in modern Buddhism:
the application of scientific
knowledge to confirm and clarify
the timeless wisdom of the Buddha’s
teachings. One comes away from Dr.
James Austin’s Master Class with a
strong faith in Buddhist practice and
belief in the benefits of combining
scientific research with insight

meditation.

Master Dongchu

last will and testament, historical
documents related to the photostats,

and a number of historically

important images and photographs of
his life.

DDBC and Stanford Sign ‘Sister School’ Agreement

PEREREEEEES

Dharma Drum Buddhist College
and Stanford University’s Center
for Buddhist Studies became sister
schools last month when President
Venerable Huimin signed a mutual
cooperation agreement November
15th. Academic institutions often
pursue such cooperative agreements
as expedient ways to provide
students and faculty with mutually
beneficial overseas exchange
opportunities.

In addition to visiting Stanford’s

California campus and signing the
exchange agreement, President
Venerable Huimin attended the
annual conference of the American
Academy of Religion (AAR), held
this year in San Diego, during
which he presented a scholarly
paper.

President Venerable Huimin then
flew to Tokyo, Japan to attend a
symposium entitled “The Pure Land
on Earth” and gave a talk on Buddhist

issues to the Tokyo Forum.

Vice President Tu to U.S. Conferences

to promote academic cooperation with Stanford University

Vice President Professor Aming
Tu represented DDBC at the “Pacific
Neighborhood Consortium and
Electronic Culture Atlas Initiative

2007 Annual Conference” and Joint

Monks”.

Prof. Tu also participated in the
opening ceremony for Berkeley’s C.V.
Starr East Asia library and attended

an international conference on “Text,

Center of Stanford University
on behalf of DDBC to establish
a “sister-schools” arrangement
between the Center and DDBC.

Plans were made for a summer

Dr. Bingenheimer. Later he met with President Ven. Meetings, held at the University of  Translation and Transmission,” course in the Chinese scriptures
Huimi h ied hi f the DDM . . % £ 3
E;ﬁ::;ggrcz;;izquanled i on a tour of the California, Berkeley. He delivered hosted by the Berkeley Buddhism at DDBC, academic exchange
a paper on “Applications of Spatial-  Center. During the conference, Center  of faculty and students, and for
10.16 temporal Information System in  Supervisor Prof. Sharf warmly the possibility of co-publishing -
Four monks from Mainland China visited DDM. They = . K == i - | L
stayed for two months in an educational exchange. the Digital Databases of Buddhist praised the contribution of CBETA in  academic journals in English. There
Tripitaka Catalogs and Biographies  academia. was discussion about co-organizing
10.23 . . . 5 - : | .
“The Founder’s Talk” took place at the Worshipping of Chinese Buddhist Eminent Prof. Tu also visited the Buddhist international conferences.
Buddha Hall. !
o7 2008 EBTI-CBETA
DDBC signed a book exchange agreement with : I : 1 C f
the China Tibetan Research Center. The first part, . Olnt nternatlona On erence
containing 124 volumes of the “Kangyur,” arrived at J . . . .
DDBC in November. The EBTI-CBETA Joint International Conference on Digital Buddhist
Studies will take place from February 15th to 17th 2008 at Dharma
11.10 . . . . . P
o n G L L DO ST ST DU o Drum Buddhist College. The meeting will be conceived as a celebration =
conference was “Buddhist Studies and the Ritual for commemorating the 15th anniversary of EBTI and the 10th anniversary
Saving All Sentient Beings (Shuilu fahui KB/ ®).” of CBETA. The aim of the conference is to facilitate and encourage
11.10~19 cooperation between the various Buddhist archives and repositories that
Professor Yasuhisa Matsumura from Nagoya have been created over the last 15 years.
University (Japan) visited DDBC and conducted . . . .
a seminar on “Advanced topics on Moodle For details please see: http://www.ddbc.edu.tw/eng/conferences/ebti —_—
Administration” for teachers and staff. cbeta.html For questions concerning the conference, please contact: —
—
conference@ddbc.edu.tw ==
—
—_—
- .2 .
-— vl Y




